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INTRODUCTION 

The  problem  of  family  disorganization  among  the 
Italians  in  America  is  a very  difficult  one,  even  more 
so  than  family  disorganization  in  the  American  home. 
Why?  Because  the  causes  bringing  about  the  disorgan- 
ization of  the  family  are  different  than  those  break- 
ing up  of  the  American  home. 

In  preparing  this  thesis,  the  writer  has  not  only 
read  many  books  touching  on  the  subject,  but  has  ob- 
tained information  direct  from  individuals,  from  Fam- 
ily Welfare  Organizations,  Clergymen  and  other  social 
workers. 

The  attempt  here  is  to  present  the  facts  and  to 
give  suggestions  for  a possible  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem. 

F.  Fasano. 
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CHAPTER  II 
BACKGROUHP 

Home  Life  in  Italy. - This  study  of  the  Italian-American 
home  oould  not  he  fairly  and  intelligently  presented  with- 
out first  acquaiiiiting  ourselves  with  the  social  heritage  of 
the  Italian  family.  It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  the 
Italian  people  have  a cultural  background  that  is  always 
interesting.  Ancient  usage  and  modern  science  are  seen 
side  by  side,  depth  of  ignorance  close  to  scholarship. 

The  contrasts  are  great.  There  exists  a kind  of  caste  or 

% 

class  distinction  that  is  very  marked.  Let  me  give  an 
illustration:  "Recently  an  Italian  lady  of  gentle  breeding 
who  came  to  America  remarked  upon  the  fact  that  here  host 
introduced  her  to  his  butcher,  one  of  his  familiar  friends. 

Such  a thing  could  never  happen  in  Italy  because  classes 
are  fixed.  A man  of  another  class  is  either  a superior  or 
an  inferior.  There  is  the  aristocracy  of  birth  or  achieve- 
ment, the  upper  middle  class  of  professionalists , officials, 
and  students;  the  lower  middle  class  of  artisans  who  are  of 
the  trade  and  the  laborers  in  the  country  called;  "Contadini". 
In  the  South  there  is  no  middle  class;  there  are  the  pro- 
prietors called  "i  signori”  and  the  peasant  class  called 
"contadini",  which  in  the  most  common  term  is  called  "cafoni".  ^ 
Because  this  paper  is  to  treat  of  the  group  that  has 
come  to  these  shores  (America),  I shall  confine  myself  more  to 
this  latter  class  of  Italians,  and  not  take  any  time  in  describ- 


1.  Philip.  M.  Rose.  Italians  in  America,  p.  50 
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ing  the  conditions  of  the  better  class. 

The  Italians  have  been  an  agricultural  people,  and 
preeminently  so  in  the  South.  The  condition  of  the  pea- 
sant population  has  produced  in  Italy  its  greatest  prob- 
' lems.  The  majority  of  the  immigrants  from  Italy  are  farm 

laborers  or  tradesmen.  "Only  the  impossibility  of  feed- 
ing a family  group  numbering  anywhere  from  five  to  twelve 
souls  has  driven  the  peasant  farmers  to  abandon  their  acres 
and  seek  their  fortunes  across  the  seas:  The  family  com- 
prises not  alone  the  individual  family;  comprising  father, 
mother  and  children,  but  all  the  members  of  a family  group 

in  the  ascending  and  descending  lines the  joint  family. 

Thus  there  may  be  found  under  one  roof  three  generations 
or  more  from  the  grandparents,  or  great-grandparents  to 
the  newest  grandson".^ 

These  folks  living  in  villages  are  grouped  together, 
each  knowing  his  neighbor  well.  Village  dances  and  festi- 
vals are  a common  thing  and  are  participated  in  by  whole 
families.  Life  is  for  the  most  part  spent  outdoors,  in  the 
warm  sunshine » * , 

Here  is  a description  given  by  an  Italian  of  a village 

as 

in  his  native  land.  In  his  home  village  the  Italian  slept 
with  his  family  in  one  room.  That  did  not  hurt  him  or  his 
|»  family,  for  they  did  not  live  in  theiroom,  as  they  are  com- 

pelled to  do  here  by  the  bitter  climate;  they  just  slept 
there  for  a few  hours.  During  the  short,  cool  Italian 
1 - Goodsell,  Willystine : Problems  of  the  Family. 
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nights  only  were  they  inside.  Life  was  spent  working, 
eating,  and  resting  in  the  open  air.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing he  called  out  to  his  friends  across  the  street  as  he 
went  to  the  field.  Uo  one  was  disturbed  by  it.  People 

I < f 

were  up  early  in  the  village. 

Another  illustration  which  will|help  reveal  the  social 
background  is  the  following:  An  Italian  tailor,  living  on 
the  East  Side  of  New  York,  is  speaking:  "In  Italy  I live 

in  a small  town Six,  seven  thousand.  It  take  not  much 

money  to  live.  We  pay  the  rent  once  a year,  only  little 
money.  We  have  fine  gardens,  we  live  healthy,  happy.  I 

obey  my  mother*  s word,  which  is  like  the  God We  work 

little  bit,  then  we  take  the  leisure.  We  love  much  the 

music,  art,  poetry.  We  love  the  poetical  life poetry 

today,  and  tomorrow  we  take  what's  coming  with  the  good 
patience.  The  way  I mean  is  not  only  to  read  the  books  of 
the  great  poets,  of  Dante  that  we  love  more  than  a father, 
or  Petrarca,  Ariosto,  Tasso,  Alfieri,  and  so  many  others 
down  to  Manzoni  Carducci,  Giustu,  D* Annun;5iio , but  the  poe- 
try of  the  beautiful  scenery  in  the  country,  the  poetry  of 
the  music,  the  poetry  of  the  friendship.  Even  the  small 
towns  have  bands  and  philarmonicas.  Hot  to  knov/  the  mus- 
ical works  of  Rossini,  like  'Barbiere  di  Seviglia*  and 
'Guglielmo  Tell*  is  not  to  know  anything."^ 

Dialects : Some  cities  and  each  great  province  of  Italy 
has  its  own  dialect.  Polks  living  within  a short  distance  of 
a town  vary  widely  in  their  dialect  and  even  in  customs. 


1 - Goodsell,  Willystine : Problems  of  the  Family 
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Often  they  cannot  understand  each  other.  Pure  Italian  is 
spoken  in  Tuscany  and  Firenze. 

Religion ; Protestantism — Catholicism.-  The  largest 
group  however  is  nominally  Roman  Catholic.  Why  did  I say 
nominally?  Because  there  are  the  devout  Catholics  made  up 
of  peasants,  illiterates,  and  those  who  give  themselves  to 
the  ecclesiastical  career.  The  nominal  Catholics — consist- 
ing of  those  who  care  to  he  known  and  classified  as  such  for 
purposes  of  interest,  are  * lawyers,  doctors,  and  th^like, 
who  need  this  classification  for  success. 

There  are  a large  number  of  materialists  and%no3tics. 
Millions  are  indifferent  to  any  religion  at  all.  In  north- 
ern Italy  a good  majority  are  atheists.  This  condition  may 
he  well  summed  up  in  the  words  of  Mazzini.  "We  have  drag- 
ged ourselves  along  in  ahjectness  and  impotence,  between 

the  superstition  imposed  upon  us  by  habit,  or  by  our  gover- 

1 

nors,  and  incredulity.” 

Religion  of  the  mass  is  formal  rather  than  reverent. 

All  hats  are  off  at  the  passage  of  a carried  statue  of  a 
saint,  but  that  does  not  exclude  the  laughing  chatter, 
often  accompanied  by  a cross  word.  The  large  percentage 
of  church  goers  are  women. 

The  church  of  Rome  holds  a grip  on  the  peasant  class — 
it  works  on  a business  basis,  everything  is  bought,  or  I 
should  say  paid  for;  the  Mass,  Weddings,  Christenings,  and 
even  the  Holy  Water.  Superstition  is  at  its  apex  especially 
among  the  women.  For  the  average  woman  the  church  is  the 


1 - Social  and  Religious  Life  of  Italians  in  America 
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church  of  her  family  for  many  generations.  It  is  her  "Club” 
to  which  she  may  retire  from  her  sordid  home  and  hard  labor 
for  peace,  quiet  and  amusement  of  a sort. 

Morals : Morally  the  Italians  stand  high.  If  one  in- 
spects the  reading  books  one  can  see  how  skillfully  this  is 
worked  out  in  reading  material  which  deals  with  the  pupils' 
daily  life  and  surroundings.  They  are  very  strict  especially 
with  the  female  sex.  If  a young  girl  goes  wrong,  having  il- 
licit intercourse,  the  family  so  resents  the  disgrace  that 
she  is  fortunate  if  she  gets  away  without  losing  her  life. 

She  will  be  turned  from  home.  Neighbors  will  avoid  her  and 
look  upon  her  as  a thing  to  be  dreaded. 

Houses : Even  though  few  rooms  are  used  with  a large 

family,  the  houses  in  themselves  are  all  well  built  of  stone 

or  stucco.  The  floors  are  of  cement. 

have 

Improvements ; Old  houses^received  little  improvement, 
but  the  new  homes,  and  a few  of  the  old  are  being  supplied 
with  baths,  electricity  and  coal  ranges. 

Family ; Family  ties  are  exceedingly  strong.  The  husband 
and  the  grandfather  are  lords  in  the  family,  and  they  Jeal- 
ously guard  it  from  invasion.  Due  to  the  influence  and 
teaching  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  divorce  is  not  allow- 
ed in  Italy.  Separation  is  allowed,  cut  such  instances  are 
very  rare.  Children  are  welcomed  and  except  in  exceptional 
cases  the  number  has  no  limit.  Among  the  peasant  class 
especially  a woman  finds  herself  in  a very  sad  position  if 
she  cannot  boar  children.  The  birth  of  a child  is  hailed 
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with  great  joy  and  is  a subject  for  much  congratulation. 

When  the  first  heir  is  born  it  must  be  a baby  boy  for  real 
joy.  The  proud  grandfather  boasts  of  the  new  one  who  has 
arrived  and  who  shall  be  called  after  his  name.  It's  bap- 
tism is  also  an  important  event  in  the  child's  life:  there 
is  the  religious  demand  fulfilled,  plus  a day  of  merry  good 
time,  drink  and  food, usually  accompanied  by  dancing,  sing- 
ing and  the  playing  of  many  musical  instruments.  And  the 
godfather  or  godmother  become  ex-officio,  a little  less 
than  blood  relatives. 

Marriages  are  arranged  by  the  parents,  sometimes  by 
relatives  and  often  by  friends.  These  latter  in  reality 
suggest  and  influence  the  parents. 

The  young  girl  devotes  much  attention  to  her  hope- 
chest.  Daughters  marry  early,  in  succession, and  are  fur- 
nished with  a dowry.  Many  a marriage  arrangement  breaics 
down  either  because  of  the  lack  of  a dowry,  or  because  it 
is  inadequate. 

The  daughter  is  kept  close  at  home  especially  in  the 
evening,  and  her  liberty  is  very  limited.  She  is  not  al- 
lowed to  go  out  alone.  She  is  not  permitted  to  go  out  with 
the  young  man  who  intends  to  make  her  his  wife.  When  he 
calls  at  her  home  neither  the  young  man  nr  the  girl  are 
allowed  to  sit  near  each  other.  They  must  sit  at  a dis- 
tance with  some  member  of  the  family  between  them.  The 
young  man  does  not  ask  that  his  future  wife  be  his  mental 
companion,  or  that  she  should  know  much  aoout  the  outside 
world.  She,  and  perhaps  he,  marry  young.  Her  family  duties 
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are  numerous  and  not  infrequently  she  dies  worn  out  hy  work 
or  by  ohild-bearing. 

Y/hether  among  the  peasantry  or  the  middle  class  , all 
I assist  with  the  household  work.  Life  is  frugal  and  tem- 

perate, industry  is  great,  and  savings  are  put  b;/,  if  it  be 
in  any  way  possible. 

Economic  Conditions. - The  Italian  peasant,  farmer,  and 
professional  man  have  never  been  fully  recompensed  for  their 
work.  The  cost  of  living  has  always  been  higher  than  the 

earnings.  This  is  due  to  the  rich  having  control and  also 

to  the  taxing  by  the  government  of  many  articles;  for  example, 
salt,  being  taxed,  has  to  be  sold  at  a high  price,  the  same 
of  tobacco,  etc.  To-day  the  rumors,  or  the  false  reports 
heralded  in  this  country  are  that  Italy  is  better  off  fin- 
ancially, that  everybody  works,  that  loafers  are  forced  to 
work;  that  the  country  has  been  rid  of  robbers,  "Black 
Hand”,  brigands, — these  latter  exist  only  in  another  form. 

As  for  better  living — it  is  untrue people  are  suffering. 

V/ere  it  not  for  the  restricted  laws  of  immigration,  I feel 
certain  that  a tide  of  Italiams  would  come  to  these  shores 
and  Italy  would  be  depopulated. 

A word  concerning  the  IJorthern  Italian,  often  called 
the  "high  Italian.”  The  Northern  Italians  have  more 
p initiative,  cooperative  pov/er  and  organizing  ability. 

They  are  more  literate  (I  mean  among  the  peasant  class). 
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Their  customs  differ  little  from  those  of  America.  Young 
men  and  women  are  permitted  to  go  out  together.  They  are 
not  as  jealous  as  the  Southerners  and  are  more  calm.  They 
speak  a purer  Italian.  As  to  their  religious  affiliations 
they  are  protestants.  Here  also  is  the  seat  of  socialism. 
’’The  strength  of  the  party  is  due  to  dissatisfaction  with 
the  3lo\¥ness  and  inefficiency  with  which  reforms  benefiting 
the  lower  classes  are  carried  out. Socialism  to-day  in 
Italy  is  considered  a thing  of  the  past,  due  to  the  iron- 
man  Mussolini — but  there  is  enough  evidence  to  cause  me 
to  say  that  the  Socialists  are  still  there,  even  in  larger 
numbers. 

1 - Foerster,  J.  H.  ; Italian  Emigration  of  Our  Time  fpEE) 
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CHAPTER  III 
The  Problem 

1.  Causes  that  Induce  Immigrants  to  leave  Italy  and  Settle 
in  America. 

Palse  Propaganda  hy  Steamship  Agents. - In  order  to 
get  passangers  and  also  be  benefitted  in  other  ways  many 
men  employed  in  the  service  of  Steamship  Companies,  spread 
the  news  that  America  is  the  land  of  honey.  They  tell  the 
ignorant  peasant,  "you  are  making  only  twenty  cents  a day 
(one  Lira),  in  America  you  will  he  making  ten  lires  a day.” 
These  folks  however  were  not  told  the  rest  of  the  facts 
that  while  one  lira  was  only  a tenth  of  what  they  would 
receive  in  America  yet  one  lira  would  buy  as  much  in  Italy 
as  tv/o  dollars  or  ten  lires  would  buy  in  America. 

Economic. - The  causes  of  this  exodus  to  America,  and 
especially  to  the  United  States  are  overwhelmingly  economic. 
Often  the  Italian  has  given  the  following  answer.  "Italy 
is  for  us  the  land  where  we  get  our  bread.”  Yes,  their 
motives  are  purely  economic.  They  come  to  these  shores  to 
make  a better  living  for  themselves  and  their  children  than 
it  was  possible  to  make  in  their  native  land.  The  temporary 
economic  conditions  in  Italy  are  bad.  The  population  has 
not  decreased,  rather,  it  has  increased  very  much.  There 
is  not  enough  work  for  all,  and  the  cost  of  living  is  high. 
It  suffices  to  say  that  to  get  a simple  government  job  as 

clerk  you  may  have  to  wait  years until  your  chance  comes 

next  on  the  long  waiting-list.  The  heavy  taxes  in  Italy 
have  been  aggravated  in  the  South  by  inequalities  in  assess- 


1.  e >t}r: 


■ ; f ^ '^'r.  /j  ’ 

' - y'-ydi'  ‘i  t- 

; 

n J.  • 

' %r 

:^dJ-  '::-J 

• V 

.1  i . r*"  -^.J- 

'.f^V  ■ 

»•  » 

1 [ 

'-.vL*.*T  • C 

1 1 ■■' 

JT  ' 

>'  ^ . . ... 

*9 

m 

. ?•'.  c. 

€ 

t 

* 

V ; 

.t  •■' 

:v.  • 

k . . , , 

\ 

.*  t 

' t;  •.•*?;  C'.  0 r-f,?;'/!; 

i * 

« 

f*  I'  l 

1. 


r:  ; ^.:  ..  = 

d'Jt'.  c'y:  Z'i  : .* '.' 


% 


'I  */ ; 


\;;i3  ^ ^ nT  rr. 

*1* , 


>t  . 


V4.1/, 


■ ;..C 


'.  - !■•  *:  ' U-IP,  - I.  . 

'ur*  a.J; 

,•  A. -i?  •- 

Jt  ' "r-C  VOfi"  -.(■*  -4  •fllOr'T  -,( 

w 1-  -.  .-a  . • ojicc  •. . 


•J  t^.vj  fy/*^  ■r'::Cw  iftiaX  fJcl^  v- 


.r . 


• '■'  ■•  •■"’'■’■T  sifv::  <•■  1 i 

’.•Irt/  'L.y.*LKi  ■: 


r ,-'  • -; 


► 

i 1*' 


M y 1 


• C "Oi 

> 


A>  • *•  r •♦ 


L'i> 


O' 


'.'i;  :-.  • ,1/  ' ; 

B g ;,  j 1 1 ^ 1 I q •':  J 

1C  --.rst  .K.'ju fcTti, 


10 


V • Vl 


■ .•';  :jSa“ 
rt  s.£.  - ' 

* I / 


V»* 


v'jj  _.^  . -*■  rt?  -^Vi#/;  ■■  X 


k t k 


13 


merits  of  agricultural  property  estimated  according  to 
ancient  assessments.  Government  monopolies,  internal 
custom  duties  and  taxes  put  great  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple. Between  the  rich  land  owners  and  government  tax- 
ation, the  poor  people  have  to  work  hard  and  suffer. 
Everything  is  taxed,  even  if  one  owns  a breycle  he  is 
taxed.  Large  families,  in  order  to  live,  are  forced 

to  have  all  their  children  work,  and  the  wife  must 
weave  cloth,  make  soap,  bread  and  what  not.  Coming 

to  America  they  feel  that  if  all  the  children  work 
they  will  in  a short  time  get  rich.  It  is  understood 
here  that  the  patriarchal  system  is  the  custom  in  Italy 
and  hence  the  father  is  "boss".  The  children  there  are 
an  asset.  Even  though  the  chief  aim  is  that  el  1 should 
work  and  make  money,  yet  there  is  another  point  not  to 
be  overlooked.  The  peasant's  child  has  little  oppor- 
tunity for  education  and  there  is  little  chance  to 
enter  professional  work.  In  some  instances  the  family 
is  large  and  there  is  a fair  sized  property.  In  order 
to  keep  the  property  and  not  give  it  all  to  the  sons 
as  their  rightful  share,  and  to  the  daughters  in  dowries, 
the  sons  are  sent  to  study  for  the  priesthood  aid  the 
daughters  are  sent  to  become  nuns.  All  of  these  facts 
throw  some  light  on  the  economic  status  and  the  usur- 
pation of  money  of  the  poor  by  the  government.  They  can 
the  that 

not  buy^^clothes  they  would  like  to  wear.  Th^  cannot 

That 

buy  the  furniture  they  would  love  to  have.  They  cannot 

A 

afford  better  homes  with  more  rooms.  Yet,  the  desire  is 
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there,  the  need  is  there,  and  the  capacity  is  there,  hut 

those  poor  people  have  no  chance  to  develop  it.  They 

are  not  satisfied  in  the  land  of  their  hirth.  This  does 

not  mean  that  they  do  not  love  Italy they  do.  This 

may  he  well  illustrated  by  the  words  of  Edmondo  De  Amicis. 

”I  love  Italy  because  my  mother  is  an  Italian,  because 

the  blood  that  goes  through  my  veins  is  Italian,  because 

the  city  where  I was  born,  the  language  I speak,  the 

books  that  educate  me  and  nature  which  surrounds  me  are 
1 

Italian. ” 

But  as  the  well  known  observer  of  Italian  life 

Luigi  Villari  received  from  Italian  workmen  building  the 

Simplon  tunnel,  in  answer  to  his  question  whether  they 

loved  their  country,  the  reply;  "Italy  is  for  us  whoever 

2 

gives  us  bread?  The  land  in  Italy  is  neither  sufficient 
nor  sufficiently  well  cultivated  to  support  so  large  a 
growing  or  increasing  population.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
tradesmen,  there  is  not  enough  work  for  all.  The  answer 
made  to  Mr.  Villari  seems  contradictory,  but  at  heart  they 
love  Italy.  However,  they  will  make  another  land  their 
home  in  order  to  keep  alive  and  they  will  love  it  Just  as 
much. 

1 - Be  Amicis,  p.  89. 

2 - Poerster,  J.  H. : Italian  Emigration  of  Our  Times,  p.  22. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

FACTORS  IN  FAlvIILY  DISORGANIZATION 

1.  Economic* 

Labor. - The  Italians  having,  for  the  causes  above 
mentioned,  been  forced  to  leave  their  hone-land  come  to 
America  and  settle  here  in  the  United  Stat  es.  Some  of 
them  have  succeeded  in  following  up  xhe  tmdes  they  had 
been  working  at  while  in  Italy,  such  as:  barbers,  stone- 
cutters, masons  and  shoemakers.  But  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  Italian  immigrants  are,  and  have  been  laborers. 
What  happens  when  they  arrive?  A self-reliant  individual 
gets  a job,  he  discovers  that  there  is  need  for  other  men, 
and  he  sends  for  them.  Some  of  these  men,^often  a husband 
or  an  elder  son^ comes  alone.  Many  of  them,  when  they  have 
set  aside  a little  money,  enough  to  buy  furnitare  and  etc. 
rent  two  or  three  rooms,  fix  up  a little  home,  arid  then 
send  for  the  other  members  of  the  family.  In  many  cases, 
the  husband,  if  still  young,  after  a while  sas  ks  work  in 
a different  city  or  different  state.  He  beccmes  lost  to 
all  those  who  know  him.  He  somehow  meets  another  woman; 
if  an  honest  woman,  he  keeps  the  truth  from  her  of  having 
a wife  in  Italy  and  re-marries.  If  she  is  not  a good 
woman  he  lives  with  her  and  he  entirely  forgets  his  home, 
wife  and  children  in  Italy.  I recall  more  than  one  case 
in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  such  things  happened,  and 
somehow  the  wife  in  Italy  got  a clue  to  the  whereabouts 
of  her  husband.  She  came  to  America  only  to  find  such  a 
state  of  affairs.  These  homes  might  not  have)f»een  broken 
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had  they  lived  near  each  other  in  Italy  or  even  in  America. 
And  on  the  other  hand  he  did  not  have  to  subject  himself  to 
the  severe  laws  in  Italy  where  one  is  compelled  to  publish 
his  intention  of  marriage.  There, not  having  the  freedom  he 
has  in  America,  he  forgets  the  old  requirements  and  acts 
as  he  wills ,'^says  Willystine  Goodsell^  "T/ho  can  say  how 

many--- bigamous  unions  might  be  prevented  by  a more  en- 

#/ 

lightened  procedure?  Howard  writes:  ’’The  notice  of  in- 

1 

tention  should  be  recorded  for  a reasonable  period 

Also  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  the 
possession  of  land  in  Italy  in  holding  not  only  the  im- 
mediate family  together,  but  family  relatives.  Especialljr 
when  the  land  is  tilled  in  common  by  the  various  members 
of  the  family  who  live  upon  its  return:  ’’There  is  here 

a definate  economic  inducement  for  the  family  to  hold  to- 
2 

gather.”  Finding  themselves  in  this  new  country  where 
machinery  and  the  factory  play  such  a gigantic  part  in 

taking  men,  women  and  children  of  the  working,  or  poor 

class,  from  their  homes,  these  people  like  those  of  other 
nationalities  in  this  country  have  had  to  subject  them- 
selves to  the  system  which  brings  rapid  deterioration  of 
family  life.  Says  Ernest  R.  Groves  in  his  book  entitled 
"Social  Problems  of  the  Family":  "When  the  husband,  wife 
and  children  in  what  we  are  accustomed  to  call  the  working 
classes  went  their  several  ways  outside  the  family  enclo- 
sure to  enter  the  mill  as  help,  although  they  still  con- 

tinuedto  have  common  interests  as  wage-getters  they 

1 - Goodsell,  p.  109,  Problems  of  the  Family. 

2 - Goodsell,  p.  105,  Problems  of  the  Family. 


L 


.’’Wj 


*•  il}j‘t^*.'i  oy  f fsiUcTr-H'*©  pi  ^ri^iV  r^W^v.-  VXi^  ...  %~a:^ 

' ■'‘■'SL  ;••  ' ^-■l: 

.Ifcf^.*-'  , .L»i  ,_  'r,  u/ _..at;->“V’  •-:■;•'' 


V N«9>  f-Yt*  (•'• 

. ■/  ^ . ',  ‘ 

, r'.iyl^*M'\Mi>  ' v.S’^'-Yt  ■.oC 

''  . ',■'  ^ , V , •^•^■•' J ■ 'U'T'*'  T'  ’^  - ‘"  . Av  .*•  , .,, 

i\  *.' ' -o^  ^ I ^»n.:  ^ ■■■;.  ■ ; ■ ,ii 

■•  ‘ ‘ - , ' ^ ‘tu  ^ 

^')  ''  '\  '"^  ■«■  •■  " ‘U  ’ ^ 

p io-' ,U4  vtj'j  it.,1^^  i‘vHX‘«ii.7’->iiiiii'.f!y 


I 


k,  s.  f^Stl  ♦^^^  - ,f 

_ v»:  ' CTorir.-V  ,V  ',  ‘‘/^V  "•■^  •■A' ai* 


k»-. 


^WdJht^r  .c  .'  tf.1  .-i  iiai 


!■*<*' 


; « 


-©•  t’-A’  C^  ,>;i4'V  ‘'t  ■•  \i  401  Jui*iii6©^6ai  Xkii^vnc^to  «^^4XVo^ 


i .. 


:vu©tV  V;t  ? . ♦ ».;;  ^1.1'**'  iii  .AeiJ©^' 


:,rycv^ 


:;.>  .;.Mt.  ? •»•-'?  4 ft  :4i*^  *i  :^Xnj‘;^p»C’ »OAt.  <;^7  4JA©'  ^ISiiAtlioavT 


■ ‘2  \ 


1©^  TO  , Cx^a«  '•'^  ^nA  jii*a^»r  ^iixisiar 


iVv^ 


■’iJV! 


. } 


.M'O.if  dSil.  •♦raof>r  ^♦t'-.T-ii*^  .i.ud-'?  ^ tX#A* 


'.nl 


•.'»’  >![>•; d^i*-  O.*  .•'«  BT^liV  t*WlWf  . C»4  ’ . 

» ■ ■ ' ’ . " ■ ■ . ' ^ ■ i:'* , ■“ 

r ‘"'"■'L  - ' ' • ' ' * • '« 

t ^^’Vatf  .:5  dUBA*.^.  BXtf  ||i(3j^  . 


T^,^ jsi  Jfj  *;.*f;  Cjj^*  l^oii^fB&ouxi  t^;.u  t'  ''«,^'r. ^ jS^TTfr-i  “*©  J&ifik 
rVAA-.t'  V— SftsAftXo.V 

i’  "r  * ' ‘i^  ’ . • ...  ■'^■'  ■■  ■• 

lJ#«»  vrS.  Ui^  .CiAt^  f#  .X  _ t4J»j>  v^  AtSLy^  ’ 


tTAi  ,li4AAttCr{3E 


17 


oeased  to  "be  fellow-workers  in  a family  environment,  and 

the  consuming  activities  of  the  family  replaced  its  former 

producing  functions  as  the  center  of  interest.  Thus  the 

1 

family  sense  of  common  interprise  was  lost 

Often  times  this  . happens.  Here  ia  a man  who  works 
for  the  American  Tag  Company.  (I  am  citing  an  actual  exper- 
ience I have  witnessed. ) The  company  for  some  reason 
moved  its  factory  from  Hew  York  to  Belleville,  New  Jersey. 

Its  working  force,  at  least  a great  majority,  did  not 
deem  it  wise  to  look  for  another  job,  so  they  remained  in 
the  employ  of  the  Tag  Company,  and  went  to  New  Jersey. 

Borne  men  would  commute  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey  morn- 
ing and  night.  Others  thought  it  would  be  cheaper  to  rent 
a furnished  room  and  go  home  once  a week.  Out  here  is  a 
man  who  will  live  near  the  factory,  alone,  and  be  satis- 
fied by  just  corresponding  oy  letter  with  his  family,  and 
then  only  writing  on  holidays.  In  this  instance  the  ten- 
dency is  for  the  breaking  up  of  the|home.  They  live  far 
apart.  New  acquaintances  are  formed,  and  often  the  man 
meets  some  that  are  attractive  to  him,  and  who  will  suc- 
ceed in  having  him  forget  his  home  entirely.  Borne  may  say 
that  the  man  is  a fool.  No  matter  what  we  may  say  or  think 
of  the  man,  the  fact  remains  that  a home  has  been  broken  by 
changing  the  residence  of  the  man  to  the  new  location  of 
the  factory  which  supplied  the  daily  needs  of  life  for  the 
family.  The  play,  "A  ?ool  There  Was"  illustrates  this  fact. 

1 - Groves,  Hrnest  R.  ; Social  Problems  of  the  P^^ily,  p.  67. 
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The  man  wrecked  his  life,  abandoning  a little  daughter  and 
his  wife,  breaking  the  home,  just  because  he  met  another 
woman  while  on  business  away  from  home.  Says  Ernest  E. 
Groves  in  his  book:  "There  are  many  homes  from  which 
husbands,  because  of  the  nature  of  their  business,  fre- 
quently and  for  long  periods  are  absent.  Although  this 
does  not  oy  any  means  constitute  in  most  cases  a broken 

family,  it  is  occasionally  the  first  cause  of  a family 
1 

catastrophe. " 

Effect  on  Children. - The  children  are  excessively 
under  the  influences  of  the  mother  and  lack  the  comrad- 
ship  and  insight  of  the  father  at  times  when  they  are 
forced  to  meet  a crises  while  the  father  happens  to  be 
away.  The  father,  as  a result  of  his  lack  of  comradship, 
may  not  understand  his  children  sufficiently  to  influence 
them  wisely,  and  they  miss  the  intimacy  necessary  for  their 
affection.  If  his  home-comings  are  usually  marked  by  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  the  children  at  the  request  of  the 
wife  for  their  conduct  during  his  absence,  he  at  once  be- 
comes to  them,  not  a father,  but  rather  an  intermittent 
police  official  whom  they  will  fear  and  cannot  love.  ”A 

wandering  family  camiot  establish  the  community  contacts 

2 

that  foim  part  of  the  substance  of  a normal  home." 

Poverty. - Poverty  blights  many  a home.  It  menaces 
good  home  life,  and  makes  it  impossibe  to  maintain  a nor- 
mal standard  of  living.  Wages  or  the  income  from  the 

1 - Groves,  Ernest  S.  : Family  Problems,  p.  IVU. 

2 - Ibid. , p.  171. 
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father  of  the  family  may  he  too  low  and  hence,  the  mother 
is  not  permitted,  hy  circumstances,  to  remain  at  home.  She 
is  forced  to  go  to  work,  and  help  to  increase  an  inadequate 
family  income,  she, whose  services  and  presence  are  so  ur- 
gently needed  in  the  household,  to  make  the  home  ”a  home” 
for  those  in  the  family  who  also  work  and  to  care  for  the 
helpless  children.  These  conditions  threaten  the  home. 

Hot  only  what  we  have  read  in  hooks  or  have  been  told  hy 
social  workers  but  personal  experience  and  what  we  have 
observed  will  induce  us  to  say  that  the  consequences  of 
the  employed  mother,  upon  the  home  and  the  nurture  of  the 
children  has  been  harmful.  It  affects  child  care  and 
training  and  infant  mortality.  Sociologists  tell  us  that 
the  primary  cause  of  the  high  infant  mortality  rate  among 
wage-earning  mothers  appears  to  be  the  artificial  feeding 
of  the  child.  These  women  are  forced  to  resort  to  this 
means  because  they  are  away  from  home,  and  the  child  must 
be  fed.  How  shall  the  baby  be  fed?  Some  neighbor  or  pos- 
sibly an  older  child  will  do  the  feeding  at  instructed  hours. 
V7ho  will  see  to  it  that  the  bottles  and  nipples  are  ster- 
ilised? Is  the  milk  grade  "A"?  Will  the  child  really  be 
fed  at  regular  intervals? 

As  to  the  older  children,  not  yet  of  school  age,  and 
also  those  of  school  age ,~ they  suffer  from  neglect.  How  can 

a working  mother  work  at  the  factory then  return  home  tired 

and  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  keep  the  home  clean,  and  give 
intelligent  care  and  oversight  to  her  children? 
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Often  girls  in  the  homes  where  the  mother's  oversight 
is  missed,  hecome  the  prey  of  some  brutal  man.  Sometimes 
the  girl's  life  is  marred  and  sickness  and  death  may  re- 
sult from  it.  These  are  not  suppositions.  The  daily  papers 
have  reported  many  such  cases.  The  \vriter,  a pastor,  has 
witnessed  many  such  sorrov/s  in  families. 

Child  Labor.  - In  Italy  the  child  is  not  entirely  de- 
prived of  going  to  school.  In  another  section  of  this 
paper  I have  called  attention  to  the  child  in  the  Italian 
family  still  under  the  patriarchal  system  where  the  child 
is  an  asset.  The  child  works  withthe  parent.  Coming  to 
these  shores,  they  have,  at  least  in  the  past,  and  today 
often  among  the  poor  families,  sent  their  children  to  work. 
What  have  been  some  of  the  results?  Ill  health,  often  end- 
ing in  death.  Many  cases  of  tuberculosis,  due  to  dusty 
trades  and  employment  jar e found.  Then  there  is  the  effect 
that  the  environment  has  on  the  boy  or  girl.  Here  they 
become  the  prey  of  some  evil  doer  many  times.  Again,  the 
young  folks  because  they  are  earning,  begin  to  feel  that 
they  are  in|a  way  by  themselves  and  need  not  be  under  the 
subjection  or  oversight  of  father  and  mother.  Before  they 
started  working  for  themselves  the  parents  decided  the  time 
that  the  boy  or  girl  should  return  home.  After  a short 
time  they  get  independent  and  tell  their  parents  that  itjis 
none  of  their  business  when  they  return  home  at  night.  In 
not  a few  cases  the  young  man  or  woman,  aged  about  sixteen, 
will  leave  home  entirely  and  go  to  furnished  rooms  to  live. 
In  former  times  the  labor  of  the  child  tended  tcjkeep  the 
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family  together,  how  under  the  influence  of  the  new  en- 
vironment its  tendency  is  rather  to  separate,  or  to  break 
up  family  ties.  I recall  an  instance  when  a working  girl 
came  home  at  an  hour,  which  according  to  Italian  customs, 
was  improper  for  a girl.  The  father  reprimanded  her,  but 
made  no  attempt  to  strike  her.  She  began  to  scream,  and 
told  her  father  that  if  he  thought  that  he  was  going  to 
boss  her,  she  would  scream  and  have  him  arrested.  The 
respect  and  subraissiveness  which  held  the  family  together 
is  gone. 

Boarders  or  Lodgers.-  Unemployment  and  low  wages  are 
often  the  cause  of  having  the  housewife  resort  to  taking  in 
lodgers.  The  consequence  of  keeping  lodgers  is  the  break- 
ing up  of  any  real  family  life.  Disorder,  the  massing  of 
human  beings  together,  and  the  development  of  too  much  in- 
timacy is  bad  environment  for  children  to  grow  up  in.  V/ife 
and  daughters  are  placed  in  contact  with  a great  danger. 
"Girls  have  admitted  frankly,"  says  Miner,  "that  they  were 
seduced  or  assaulted  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years, 
by  boarders  who  shared  the  crowded  rooms. Here  children 
and  the  wife  are  subject  to  ob'kene  and  vulgar  language, 
drunkenesSj  etc. 

The  housewife  is  often  obliged  to  be  up  at  late  hours 
of  the  night  or  early  morning  to  prepare  luncheons  for  the 
boarders.  Often  she  is  not  clad  as  she  ought  to  be,  pos- 
sibly due  to  hurry  or  neglect.  Many  are  the  hours,  if  not 


1 - Goodsell,  W. : Problems  of  the  Family,  p.  222. 
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whole  days  when  she  is  obliged  to  be  in  her  home  in  com- 
pany with  some  man  boarder.  He  may  be  a night  worker,  or 
often  at  home  because  of  unemployment,  thus  she  is  in  con- 
tact with  him.  There  are  many  vile  men  whose  only  purpose 
is  to  ruin  the  woman,  and  to  break  her  home.  Often  it  is 
not  planned,  but  is  rather  the  natural  outcome  of  this 
close  contact.  Many  have  been  the  caylses  where  the  boarder 
and  the  housewife  have,  as  it  is  usually  termed,  ”run-av/ay 
together”,  leaving  the  husband  and  children.  .1  can  cite 
numerous  examples  of  homes  having  been  broken  because  of 
boarders.  While  a pastor  in  Boston,  my  assistance  was  cal- 
led for  in  acting  as  interpreter  for  the  Family  7/elfare 
Society.  The  case  was  of  a husband  who  was  looking  for  some 
one  who  would  convince  the  wife  to  let  the  boarder  go.  She 
would  not  do  it,  claiming  always  that  there  was  nothing  be- 
tween the  boarder  and  herself.  She  would  go  as  far  as  to 
threaten  her  husband,  often  refusing  to  prepare  meals  for 
him.  Today  that  home  is  broken.  The  children  are  living, 

I have  been  told,  with  the  oldest  son.  She  is  living  apart 
from  her  husband.  Her  husband  has  left  the  city.  She  told 
me  that  the  boarder  refused  to  marry  her,  even  though  he  is 
an  unmarried  man. 

Another  case  of  recent  date  where  the^boarder  not  only 
took  the  man's  wife  away  from  home,  but  had  her  bring  along 
the  bank  account  which  amounted  to  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
leaving  the  poor  hard  working  husband  practically  penniless. 

This  was  a case,  as  we  see,  where  it  was  not  poverty  that 
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forced  the  taking  of  lodgers,  but  the  eagerness  of  getting 

more  money.  The  cause  of  home-breaking  was  the  keeping  of 

boarders.  As  to  the  effect  on  the  girls  in  such  homes, 

GrOOdsell  says:  ’’A  detailed  examination  of  the  records  of 

five  hundred  unmarried  mothers  disclosed  overcrowding  in 

1 

their  homes,  greatly  "aggravated  by  taking  lodgers.” 

Money. - Money  seems  to  be  another  factor  in  the  break- 
ing of  a home.  Dull  times  and  unemployment  will  cause  ir- 
ritation in  a home.  The  income  is  not  enough  to  keep  all 
well  fed  and  well  clothed.  The  housewife  many  times  goes 
out  to  earn  money,  but  the  husband  demands  more.  Earn- 

ing^ she  surely  demands  Detter  clothes,  but  the  husband  feels 
it  is  a waste  of  money  and  deprives  the  children  of  that 
much  more. 

Not  only  in  case  of  non-employment  of  men,  but  even  if 

the  husband  does  v/ork most  of  the  quarrels  in  married  life 

start  over  money.  Either  the  one  or  the  other  is  wasteful, 

or  there  is  noticed  that  desire  to  avoid  the  necessities  of 

life  in  order  to  accumulate  money. 

"The  woman  who  has  worked  for  wages  before  marriage  is 

irritated  by  the  necessity  of  asking  her  husband  for  money 

and  being  forced  to  account  for  every  penny  spent.  Sometimes 

the  wife  eventually  seeks  divorce  through  a loss  of  affection 

2 

that  was  started  by  quarrels  over  money  matters.” 

Many  parents  demand  of  their  working  daughters  every 
cent  of  pay  except  the  car  fare.  Often  it  is  this  demand 


1 - GrOOdsell, \Y.  : Problems  of  the  Family,  p.  240. 

2 - Groves,  Ernest  R. : Social  Problems,  p.  87. 
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that  causes  the  girl  to  maice  her  first  misstep,  because  she 
wants  certain  things  and  the  money  to  purchase  has  Deen  taken 
away  from  her.  Temptations  are  round  about  her,  and  in  order 
to  satisfy  her  craving  she  goes  wrong.  The  result  "being  that 
this  desgrace  will  be  met  by  a refusal  of  forgiveness  on  the 
part  of  the  parent  to  take  her  hack  home.  The  moral  degra- 
dation of  that  child  was  due  to  money  matters.  Many  a girl 
has  broken  away  from  home  with  fatal  results  because : as 
Goodsell  says:  "she  was  told  by  the  father  or  mother  that  she 

need  not  return  home  at  night  if  she  had  not  found  a job  dur- 
1 

ing  the  day. ” 

Jealousy  .-  This  monster  is  also  a great  factor  in  the 
breaicing  up  of  the  Italian  home.  V/hen  jealousy  creeps  into 
the  home,  love  packs  up  and  gets  ready  to  leave.  A mere 
look;  or  the  possibility  of  th^wife  or  daughter  talking  with 
one  of  her  opposite  sex  will  arouse  suspicion.  The  neighbors 
are  very  apt  to  begin  to  gossip.  Many  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted not  because  of  an  evil  act  committed  by  the  two  invol- 
ved, out  by  jealousy  which  really  had  no  true  ground. 

Children  Sold  in  Adoption. - Adoption  is  rare  but  it  is 
a fact,  that  poverty,  low  wages,  unemployment  have  been  the 
cause  of  separating  many  children  from  their  paternal  home. 

I recall  a case  in  Newark  where  a mother  was  complaining  that 
she  had  too  many  children  to  take  care  of.  Her  husband  did 
not  earn  enough  to  provide  for  them.  An  American  rich  lady 
happened  to  be  in  the  neighborhood,  she  was  told  the  story. 
She  immediately  went  to  the  mother  and  said:  ’^/^ill  you  give 
me  one  or  two  of  your  children?”  The  mother's  reply  was: 
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"I  will  have  a talk  with  my  husband  tonight  when  he  returns 
home  from  work,  come  and  get  your  ansv/er  tomorrow,"  she  said. 
On  the  morrow  she  was  told  that  she  could  have  two  of  their 
children,  a boy  and  a girl.  Poverty  caused  the  home  children 
to  be  separated. 

2.  CONFLICT  OF  AIvBRIQM  AhD  ITALIAN  BAGXORQUHI) 

Educational. - Here  again,  may  I remind  the  reader  that 
I am  not  considering  this  subject  in  general,  but  rather  in 
relation  to  the  education  of  the  peasantry.  America  has  not 
wanted  the  professional  man.  It  is  not  America's  fault  al- 
together, because  these  folks  are  handicaped  by  ignorance  of 
English.  Professional  men  can  only  hope  to  find  a meager 
opportunity  in  Italian  colonies,  or  will  have  to  subject 
themselves  to  work^ which^ because  they  are  not  used  to  it, 
often  will  wreck  their  health.  Many  Italian  professional 
men,  have  had  to  give  up  because  they  have  not  been  success- 
ful. 

It  is  needles  to  mention  here  the  grading  of  schools 
in  Italy,  but  I think  it  wise  to  suggest  how  they  are  arrang- 
ed. First  there  is  the  Primary,  Grammer,  Ginnajrio  (equival- 
ent to  High  School)  and  Liceo,  (equivalent  to  College)  then 
the  University. 

Returning  to  education  among  the  peasantry.  It  is  true 
that  a large  proportion  of  the  population  is  illiterate. 

This  is  perhaps  more  true  among  the  female  sex.  According 
to  Professor  Mangaiipin  1917  he  points  out  that  there  is 
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1 

an  estimate  of  7,000,000  illiterates  in  Italy,  This  num- 
ber has  been  greatly  reduced  since,  because  either  under  the 
old  regime  - of  Casa  Savoja  or  even  under  Mussolini,  it  is 
almost  obligatory  for  children  to  attend  school  under  fifteen 
But  local  sentiment  often  allows  these  provisions  to  be  nulli 
fied  to  some  degree.  However,  there  are  not  enough  schools 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  As  to  the  male  children, 
an  effort  is  made  by  the  parents  to  give  them  at  least  the 
opportunity  to  get  as  far  as  the  fifth  grade,  but  as  to  the 
female  child  the  feeling  is  that  she  will  eventually  marry 
and  therefore  she  need  not  know  how  to  write  or  read;  if 
she  learns  to  cook,  sew,  and  embroider,  it  will  be  all  that 
is  necessary  and  expected  of  her  by  her  future  husband. 

The  career  of  the  immigrant  in  America  illustrates  the 
difficulties  of  a family  adjusted  to  different  educational 
acquirement  and  opportunities  and  then  adapting  itself  to 
widely  different  social  conditions.  The  Italian  speaks 
only  his  own  native  dialect  and  he  finds  himself  helpless 
in  this  new  environment.  After  a few  years  he  may  learn 
some  broken  English,  enough  to  get  along  fairly  v/ell.  Even 
though  he  learn  the  language  and  dress  as  the  Americans 
dress,  yet  there  is  something  that  does  not  change,  he  is 
so  linked  in  habit  and  attitude  to  his  former  experience  as 
to  make  him  almost  as  badly  adjusted  to  American  civiliza- 
tion as  h^was  the  day  he  arrived  in  America. 

The  dilemma  between  the  old  and  th^new  is  bound  to  show 


1 - Ivlangaup,  A.  Hons  of  -‘■taly,  p.  59. 


. JJt  i»  id  a^i  JJU' 

>„ r>  ' ^ s-:  ■ * "i.  ' .'  . i ^ ' - ' " ' '‘I'-  ’ -■“  ■’  * ‘ri 

-i  ' ^-'  " V'  ’'■  • ^^.  ••  ''<flHSZ 

soJt  6ai*' 0^2  ' %r™  "* 

■>-•..  /■'•'-  - ,*■.'  • .-<•  : ‘ \’v- - 


•_  i ndJ^l ii^t . f* 


-«^*i jj.' oif(  oi 


■■  ' *'*’*  -■  •'.'  *-^4  '-,  -.  'i  - -g'  ■ • ' • - '•*'  'I  J*'  i:-!^ 

. ■ - ♦ 4 ■' '/'  ^.  ' t’  ■ *'  r'‘-'^  V ; ^ ,v5 

jfi  8 it  ^t ?rv  ^ xi  vift.  ^ 1^  I, w r . a t w'  ^ • r \ ri 


fLv  ■' 

■iT  ' ' ^ ' •»  - 


lav 


! ^ , t fv ^ xi Viid. tfWT.  tit 

V.  . i ,*<'V  ‘ - ’’.  •••*. 


' ' .V. . ■ ■ . jj- ' . ' '-  ^ ”'  , .„■ 

c>.ri  tu'<3k*'.|K>'4a'^s*i?d&  oi*  i»oV 


•-*“ 


H-_  ^ 

>■». , , ,v-  ^ . 


!‘  « I'  -' 


S^/I’ 6c  'tdfr8‘5>rr.  xW^'b^-oici  of  ^ kha.  it  b^iitii  oa' 

-I  • . ..-•  ' ^ •-  ^ -*■ 

"^irf  •' jj^TjJii!  0 ijjr 


E7 


itself  to  some  extent  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  Italian 
home.  It  is  the  gulf  that  develops  all  too  comonly  between 
the  children  and  the  parents  that  constitutes  the  graver 
social  problem. 

The  parents  will  learn  that  in  this  new  coimtry  the 
state  constitutes  itself  an  over-parent , reserving  the 
right  to  protect  children  from  unreasonable  discipline, 
and  also  compels  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school  assuring  them  a minimum  education.  He  learns  that 
he  cannot  deny  the  child  an  education  and  send  him  or  her 
to  work. 

Another  problem  enters  in  the  difficulty,  namely  the 
fact  that  the  children  of  Italian  families,  as  also  of 
other  immigrants,  learn  the  language  and  acquire  the  new 
attitudes  and  habits  of  America  far  more  readily  than  do 
their  less  plastic  parents.  This  very  fact  gives  to  the 
children  a tremendous  advantage  within  the  family  coimcil, 
and  not  rarely  induces  them  to  believe  that  they  are  more 
intelligent  than  their  father  or  mother  upon  whom  they 
look  down  with  some  kind  of  superiority.  Just  because  they 
can  mingle  with  other  American  boys  and  girls,  and  also 
maintain  friendships  with  American  folks  they  jump  to  the 
conclusion  that  since  they  have  the  language  they  know 
more  about  everything  else  that  is  worth  knowing.  This 
often  causes  them  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  parents,  re- 
senting even  to  walk  with  them  and  be  seen  in  their  com- 
pany on  the  street.  The  boys  and  girls  will  go  as  far  as 
to  even  refuse  to  speak  in  the  tongue  intelligible  to  the 
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parents.  They  will  time  and  time  again  address  them  as 
"Oh  yon  are  a ginney,  or  a greenhorn,"  and  the  like.  This 
means  suffering  for  the  parents.  -‘■t  is  a conflict  in  the 
home  that  tends  to  alienate  and  ultimately  cause  a break 
between  child  and  parent.  When  the  children  marry  they 
will  move  to  different  quarters  and  as  it  happens  in  many 
cases,  they  refuse  to  be  known  as  the  child  of  so-and-so. 
There  are  also  many  cases  where  the  children  hold  to  the 
old  customs  of  the  parents.  This  matter  will  be  treated 
more  fully  under  another  heading. 

~ Religious  differences  in  childhood  are 
influencial  factors  in  breaking  down  the  unity  of  the  fam- 
ily. Says  E.  Groves,  "A  recent  investigation  made  by  one 
of  my  students  of  some  sixty  families  that  represented 
marriages  of  mixed  relgion,  and  that  were  in  difficulties 
of  one  sort  or  another,  great  enough  to  bring  them  to  the 

attention  of  a social  agency the  study  made  clear  the 

fact  that  most  of  the  families  were  hampered  by  the  differ 

ences  in  religious  traditions,  so  their  unlike  faiths  were 

1 

at  least  a contributing  cause  to  the  family  problem. " 

The  leading  cult  in  Italy  is  Roman  Catholicism,  and 
as  Philip  M.  Rose  says : "There  are  the  devout  Roman  Cath- 
olics, the  majority  of  whom  consists  of  peasants,  largely 
illiteratewj  These  folks  naturally  carry  with  them  this 
faith,  but  in  America  they  are  face  to  face  with  many  a 

problem  because  of  all  that  is  imbeded  in  their  catholic 

1 - Groves,  S.  ; Social  Problems  of  the  Pi'mily,  p.  167. 

2 - Rose,  Philip  M. : The  Italians  in  America,  p.  43. 
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belief.  Here  in  America  the  children  of  immigrants  will 
get  acquainted  and  mingle  with  the  groups  of  other  faiths. 
This  leads  very  often  to  a young  man  and  a young  woman  go- 
ing together  and  later  marrying.  If  the  girl  is  of  the 
Catholic  faith  her  parents  will  object  to  such  a union  un- 
less the  young  man  will  as  they  put  it  be  "reconverted”. 

If  he  refuse^  so  to  do,  then  the  battle  starts.  Often  it 
will  end  by  the  persons  each  looking  for  another  partner 
in  life.  If  they  are  broadminded,  and  really  in 

love  they  will  defy  any  opposing  party,  and  will  marrK,  In 

* 

this  latter  case  a girl  may  be  married  and  have  none  of  her 
relatives  present,  and  she  will  have  forfeited  her  dov/ry 
also.  At  present  in  my  church  there  is  a young  lady  engaged 
to  a Roman  Catholic  young  man.  Against  her  will  her 
family  arranged  th^matter.  iJhe  has  written  to  me  and 
she  is  literally  going  through  hell.  But  she  says : "I 
feel  that  ultimately  I must  give  in. ” 

This  is  not  all  that  has  to  be  met  after  being  en- 
lightened in  this  country, — I am  referring  to  the  child- 
ren of  the  immigrant,  who  refuse  to  submit  to 
the  superstition  which  is  dominant  in  the  Catholic  Church. 
They  refuse  to  subscribe  to  their  instructions 

which  have  to  do  with  private  life.  Take  for  example  the 
marriage  that  has  been  performed  by  a non-Catholic  minis- 
ter  the  Church  will  consider  such  marriages  as  "null 

and  void”.  Just  think  of  the  family  discord  and  sorrow 

it  brings  as  a resultl  Take  the  matter  of  divorce  which 

1 - Rotes  from  B.  1).  Vaughan  ("Cana"  C.E.  MartinOgio 
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the  Church  opposes.  This  is  clearly  stated  in  the  Sev- 
enth Canon  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  where  it  is  declared 
that  the  '’consumated  marriage  of  Christians  can  never  he 
dissolved  as  to  the  vinculum  or  bond.”  Yet  they  also 
state  that  a marriage  can  he  dissolved  hy  absolute  divorce 
under  certain  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  faith.”  Think- 
ing young  people  who  find  themselves  in  the  position  where 
home  is  no  more  home,  or  where  infidelity  reigns,  or  the 
evils  of  disease  are  involved  will  not  heed  the  teachings 
of  the  Church. 

Again  in  regard  to  the  teaching  ”It  is  a mortal  sin 

1 

to  prevent  conception.”  A young  man  and  a young  woman 
may  feel  that  they  are  not  quite  ready  to  rear  a family, 
or  because  of  health  it^s  their  right  to  postpone  off- 
spring . All  the  above  cited  illustrations  will  cause  ill- 
feelings  with  the  parents  and  relatives  of  either  party. 
Besides  this  status  of  discord  in  the  family,  there  is  the 
risk  of  having  these  new  enlightened  folks, living  in  an 
age  of  progress,  lose  respect  for  religion. 

Ivlarriage.  - I have  already  hinted  in  another  part  of 
this  paper  that  marriage  is  almost  a business  transaction. 
It  is  arranged  for  by  the  parents  of  both  the  young  man 
and  woman.  One  of  the  first  questions  asked  is  the  matter 
of  the  girl's  dowry.  It  is  as  Goodsell  state^it:  "Men 
in  general  looked  upon  it  as  a convenient  economic  arrange- 
ment by  means  of  which  they  could  secure  at  once  helpers 


1 - D.  B.  Vaughan  - Short  Catechism  for  those  alowed  to  mariy. 
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for  their  homes  and  wives  to  hear  them  legitimate  offspring  . 

The  woman  on  the  other  hand  looks  at  marriage  as  the  only- 

means  of  obtaining  a respected  social  position  and  a home  of 
£ 

her  o’Am.” 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  the|physical  side,  a biological 
necessity,  instead  of  the  spiritual  meaning  of  marriage.  It 
is  a necessity  rather  than  a love  bond  or  a companion  sharing 
mutual  affection,  understanding  and  love. 

Here  in  America  they  have  to  face  the  problems  which 
compel!  them  to  break  old  customs.  In  America  the  young  man 
who  meets  the  girl  he  thinks  will  be  a good  match  for  him, 
will  narry  her  even  though  she  has  not  a penny.  Dowry  is  not 
placed  as  a condition,  although  welcomed  with  pleasure.  The 
parent  need  not  arrange  the  marriage  for  the  young  aspirants. 
They  will  take  care  of  it  themselves.  In  America  the  marrtSige 
ceremony  may  be  performed  by  a protestant  clergyman,  or  by  a 
city  clerk  at  the  City  Hall.  This  causes  scandal  because  the 
parents  consider  the  marriage  void  unless  it  is  performed  by 
a Catholic  Priest.  The  daughter  is  not  married--she  just  lives 
with  that  man. 

Other  difficulties  are  the  peculiar  customs  and  marriage 
laws  here.  In  America  no  notice  is  posted  of  the  inten- 
tion of  marriage ; no  thorough  investigation  is  made  as  to 
whether  either  has^  been  married  before  or  not.  They  are 
only  asked  to  answer  the  questions  and  their  word  is  taken 
to  be  a true  statement.  In  Italy  it  is  required  that  you 
get  a certified  statement  fronkhe  town  or  city  you  have 


1 - Goodsell,W. : Problems  of  the  Family,  p.  63. 
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lived  in  to  ascertain  that  you  have  never  been  married. 

Often  a young  man  is  tired  oi^is  sorry  because  he  has  spent 
a few  years  of  his  life  with  a woman  he  feels  is  not  worthy 
to  be  his  wife.  He  meets  a good  girl  and  proposes  to  her. 

C?hey  get  married.  It  has  happened  that  the  other  woman 
appeared  on  the  scene,  and  had  the  man  arrested  because  she 
was  sure  that  according  to  law  she  was  his  wife.  'fhere  is 
another  fact  that  plays  a great  part  in  the  marriage  union. 

In  Italy  the  families  know  each  other,  they  live  very  near 
to  one  another  and  knov/  the  business  of  both  parties.  They 
know  whether  they  are  rich  or  poor,  honest  or  dishonest,  but 
here  they  meet  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  after  they 
marry,  they  usually  go  miles  away  from  home  to  live  in  some 
city  where  the  husband  has  work.  ' This  fact  plays  a 

great  part  in  the  disorganization  of  the  family.  1 have 
given  these  fev/  illustrations  and  facts  which  prove  the  con- 
flict arising  from  Italian  and  American  backgrounds.  The 
following,  however,  nlays  still  a larger  part  in  the  -conflict. 

Intermarriage.  - Some  one  has  said:  ’’what  a splen- 
did asset  to  the  United  States  is  the  second  generation 
of  Italian  stock.”  Not  only  are  these  young  people  oc- 
cupying places  of  leadership  in  many  lines,  but  we  find 
many  Italian 

today  young  men  and  young  women,  in  the  universities  of 

A 

America.  ouch  a thing  v/as  unheard  of  about  tv/enty  years 
ago.  The  average  Italian  boy  or  girl  got  an  education 
through  Grammar  school  or  the  eighth  grade.  Together 
with  the  change  in  education  there  has  developed  an  in- 
intermingling  with  folks  of  other  nationalities,  marriages 
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especially  with  the  Americans.  This  is  not  so  frequent  with 
the  girls  marrying  American  hoys,  but  many  are  the  cases 
where  young  Italian  men  marry  American  girls.  Mixed  mar- 
riages are  increasing  every  day.  In  these  cases  the  mar- 
riages usually  turn  out  to  be  successful.  We  must  however, 
consider  the  other  side.  There  is  the  stock  o^'^/'oung  folks 
who  were  born  in  Italy  but  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
while  yet  too  old  to  have  American  customs  and  ideals 
grow  with  them  as  they  grew  and  become  part  of  their  lives. 
Although  the  boy  or  girl,  to  all  outward  appearances,  seems 
to  have  become  thoroughly  Americanized,  we  must  admit  that 
it  is  seldom  that  he  or  she  has  received  no  injury  in  his 
or  her  social  development  because  of  the  antagonistic  con- 
tact between  the  customs  and  the  culture  of  the  home  and 
that  of  the  school  and  community  life  among  those  not  Italians. 
At  school  he  has  been  taught  one  thing  and  at  home  another,"' 
in  contact  with  Americans  he  gets  those  social  forms  which 

differ  with  his  home  environment.  He  has  difficulty  In  corn- 
ting 

mit  himself  absolutely  to  either  one  of  his  contending 

A 

environments.  Oflai  he  changes  his  name  to  one  more  American 
in  sound.  He  may  ridicule  the  customs  to  Which  the  par- 
ents attempt  to  adhere.  He  may  show  dislike  to  the  foods 
given  him.  What  he  does  brings  great  pain  to  his  parents 
and  his  regret  for  their  sufferings  makes  him  react  ex- 
cessively. This  leads  him  or  her  to  a life  ojf  inconsis- 
tency. How  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  marriage.  If  the 
young  man  marries  a woman  who  is  e__ither  of  American  blood, 

or  brought  up  in  a home  consistently  American  the  new 
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family  is  certain  to  be  overshadowed  by  the  tragic  conflict 
of  his  or  her  original  family  circle.  In  his  attitude  to- 
ward his  wife  he  is  apt  to  be  inconsistent,  at  times  acting 
in  an  intolerant  manner  under  the  influence  of  his  parents' 
tradition,  at  other  times  over-generous  in  his  desire  to  be 
characteristically  American.  It  is  difficult,  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  own  children,  not  to  show  the  division  which 
has  been  built  into  his  personality.  As  he  sensei  their  dif- 
ficulties he  feels  anew  the  discord  which  he  suffered  in  his 
father's  home.  How  hard  it  is  for  the  child  brought  up  in 
the  patriarchal  atmosphere.  The  father  is  the  real  boss 
and  the  wife  subordinate  to  him.  The  jealousy  note  is  life 
second  nature  to  this  Italian  young  man.  In  marrying  an 
American  he  finds  that  there  are  certain  social  courtesies 
to  be  shown  to  the  male  sex  who  come  to  visit  them,  or  who 
may  be  met  at  different  occasions.  3he^ accustomed  to  itj 
will  think  nothing  of  the  ill  feelings  aroused  in  her  hus- 
band, but  it  results  in  a lessening  of  the  affections  on 
the  husbands  part,  often  resulting  in  the  breaking  up  of 
the  home.  A popular  saying  is  that  "among  young  Italian 
immigrants,  the  girls  who  have  been  in  America  too  long  do 

not  make  good  wives,  that  when  a man  wants  to  marry  he  had 

1 

better  send  for  a girl  from  the  'old  country'". 

Many  do  send  to  Italy  for  their  future  wives  and  often 
they  have  only  seen  a photograph  of  the  girl.  He  had  nev- 
er seen  her  for  shJ^is  from  another  part  of  Italy.  Often 
when  the  young  man  sees  the  girl  in  person  he  is  not  anx- 
ious to  marry  her  because  she  is  not  like  the  picture. 

1 - Colcord,  Joanna  C.  : Broken  Homes,  p.  28. 


<--'t'^i‘ti'ii.^:^y^ 

' ».-r  . i'-;^Ml^o4<i,,iia9^». rvrifc^'  ai ji| 

ft.7 ■”■;,•  ■'  ■■’■  ■ '■  ■ 


V ''•  ♦. 


^r'' 'i-‘^^**‘  '/'>-■  •'’f'i  64  e^otift-iiPiVE  •a'iii  p'\t.  jifiU'., '.;  ..-' 

^'lii'.'.J^l  {t2i^  j-^  6't  ^TI?l  Art  ' ' ' ,*i 


^ mi  ' ' •*  - j*' •5'  '.^V‘iw' . *, 


“•-Al 


^;'  io  ..vl 

' - ' ‘ -’  'ji^  " ■ ^ 


■^j 


■~'  ■'/•■*  >-■-  .;.J  -^^  - .*_<^<».  ,fU0  '.  . ■ ■ ' " 6^/ ■ :_^-J 

.^Ur^*‘;Axi^  .J.  £1}  '’j 

mrhiiif".  » . -•  •■  - ^ , - * ■ , _■ 


'hA 


t1h‘'t<dtu:['-  i -^iv  -i 

*i»  • _ ' * 


p '^.,*  - ■ -j, t'  .’?<  I vjiU 

>0j  ;tva<ji;;0i3ir.>'^  r,l-..^t;gf{  q ,ir  '' . gp  ^tA^*v,:■^-^ 

■ .' • \^'T.  ■ ■ ' - * - ^'|&  > - I.  *•.-.». St-  i ■ . V ‘ * •*<'■% 


35 


He  often  feels  out  of  place.  Sven  in  the  bringing  up  of 
children  he  has  certain  old  ways  of  training  and  bringing 
up  the  child  which  are  contrary  to  training  in  America, 
and  there  is  a conflict  between  husband,  wife  and  child. 

I might  be  asked — what  can  be  done  to  avert  all  this? 
Education  is  the  answer.  In  the  first  place  we  ought  to 
use  all  the  means  possible  to  get  these  foreigners  ac- 
quainted with  the  practices  and  social  customs  worthy  of 
being  practiced  by  the  Italians.  I am  compelled  to  use 
this  phrase  "worthy  of  being  practiced”  because  unfor- 
tunately there  are  certain  social  practices  said  to  be 
American  which  belong  often  to  all  nationalities,  but 
which  represent  the  inferior,  rather  low  moral  class. 

It  is  evident  that  the  task  of  assimilating  millions  of 
foreigners  is  one  of  tremendous  difficulty,  expecially 
when  it  means  the  complete  giving  up  on  the  part  of  the 
Italian  all  the  characteristics  of  his  native  land;  but 
somehow  in  order  to  avoid  the  conflicts  which  arise  in 
the  home  of  a mixed  marriage  this  change  must  take  place 
sometime.  Where  shall  be  begin?  Not  with  the  child 
alone,  but  v/ith  the  parents.  By  so  doing  the  growing  child 
will  gradually  be  loosened  from  those  old  customs  and  his 
home  will  not  be  found  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  school. 

An  illustration  will  serve  to  throw  light  on  this.  Imag- 
ine an  Italian  who  wishes  to  learn  English.  The  books, 
teacher,  and  learning  from  the  grammar  will  help,  but 
there  is  the  lack  of  contact  with  the  American -home. 
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There  he  hears  the  language  spoken,  he  is  forced  to  speak, - 
the  need  demanding  it,  and  he  will  get  the  right  pronoun- 
ciation  every  minute  of  the  hour,  with  the  chance  of  toeing 
corrected.  But  suppose  h^s  an  American,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  contact  with  the  pupil  is  only  for  one  hour  a wedc. 
It  is  living  with,  and  amongst,  the  Americans  that  brings 
about  the  desired  goal,  change  and  assimilation. 

I^ea^tlojD  J^ese^'tion  is  not  too  rare  among  Italians. 
According  to  Goodsell  such  a simple  method  of  breaking  the 
chains  of  an  irksome  marriage  has  been  dubbed  the  ’’poor 
man's  divorce.”  There  is  much  truth  is  this,  but  at  least 
among  the  Italians  my  experience  has  been  that  it  was  not 
a question  of  not  being  able  to  pay  foijthe  divorce,  or  that 
it  was  primarily  economic  conditions  that  bring  it  about, 
or  infidelity,  it  is  really  another  matter^  not  to  be  found 
out,  not  to  be  made  public,  and  also  to  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  reat  reason  is  that  by  not  severing  thejties  with  his 
wife,  he  may  some  day  return.  He  knows  that  he  will  not 
live  forever  with  this  new  love,  and  in  his  own  heart  he 
has^o  respect  for  such  a woman.  He  looks  upon  his  wife  as 
the  honest  wife,  and  this  new  love  as  a "fallen  woman”;  and 

often  in  their  quarrels  he  addresses  her  as  such the  final 

quarrel  ending  in  his  return  home. 

It  is  not  as  some  authors  say;  that  it  is  to  free  one 
self  from  economic  burdens  of  the  family.  An  Italian  father 
or  mother  that  really  loves  his  or  her  children  will  not 
break  away  from  home  for  economic  reasons,  they  prefer 
starving,  but  starve  together.  Desertion  is  brought  about 
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only  because  another  woman  or  another  man  steps  in  to  mar 

the  life  of  one  of  the  parents.  Many  a woman  has  deserted 

her  husband,  taking  along  even  one  or  more  children,  only 

to  return  after  a few  months  because  love  had  died  out. 

This  home,  however,  is  broken  because  the  husband  will 

never  under  any  circumstances  take  back  his  wayward  wife. 

On  the  other  hand  if  the  man  has  deserted  and  comes  home 

repenting  she  gladly  takes  him  back.  She  feds  surer  of 

him  now  because  of  the  experience.  ’’Often  debts  resulting 

from  his  own  exxravagence  or  dishonesty  may  cause  a man  to 

1 

leave  home  to  escape  prosecution  or  disgrace.”  What  keeps 
many  men  away  from  home  is  thejfact  that  he  changes  his  name. 
His  wife  cannot  locate  him  because  she  does  not  want  to  put 
the  law  on  him,  she  would  like  to  trace  him  by  means  of  his 
or  her  friends,  but  if  he  has  changed  his  name  the  task  is 
rendered  very  difficult.  Often  death  takes  place  and  the 
wife  and  children  will  never  see  the  husband  again  or  find 
out  about  it. 

Often  the  breaking  of  the  home  is  due  to  the  unwill- 
ingness on  the  part  of  the  wife  to  come  to  America.  She 
loves  her  native  land.  She  may  own  a little  land  and  a 
home  and  she  feels  she  at  least  has  shelter.  She  is  near 
her  relatives  and  does  not  want  to  leave  them.  Often  the 
case  has  been  that  when  a married  daughter  or  son  has  left 

Italy,  if  he  or  she  had  parents  living,  the  last  moments 
these  I 

were  similar  to^when  a dead  relativais  taken  by  the  under- 
1 - Colcord,  Joanna  C.  : Broken  Homes,  p.  33. 
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taker.  For  them  to  leave  their  relatives  means:  ^'^we  no  long- 
er  shall  see  each  other  on  earth.  In  addition  to  the  dreal 
of  coming  to  a new  country  wherejthey  know  no  one,  they  must 
^ learn  the  language  spoken  or  be  ridiculed.  These  factors 

hold  them  to  the  native  land.  The  husband  finding  in  America 
better  opportunities  does  not  wish  to  return  to  Italy.  What 
is  the  final  outcome?  He  may  no  more  return  to  his  family, 
and  will  again  marry  under  a different  name.  As  to  his 
children  if  he  really  cannot  forget  them,  he  will  send  a 

little  something  each  month enough  to  keep  them  alive. 

He  plans  to  visit  his  family  every  five  or  six  years,  never 
mentioning  anything  of  having  another  wife.  After  a stay  of 
about  one  or  two  months  again  he  returns  to  America.  A real 
home  requires  permanent  settlement  of  the  parents  and  child- 
ren. A Wfltndering  family  is  an  abnormal  home  and  its  ulti- 
mate outcome  will  necessarily  be  a broken  home.  Love  for 
husband  and  wife,  and  children  should  not  be  sacrificed  for 
that  of  relatives  or  for  other  economic  or  social  needs. 

Woman' s Position  in  America. - This  also  is  another  cause 
of femily  disorganization  brought  about  b^the  conflict  of 
American  and  Italian  Backgrounds.  In  Italy,  as  I have  already 
hinted,  the  patriarchal  family  system  is  still  firmly  ad- 
hered to.  The  father  dominates,  punishing  not  only  the 
children  but  also  the  wife.  He  has  full  control.  All 
9 money  goes  to  him.  He  is  the  lord  of  the  home  and  v/hat 

he  says  goes.  Often  the  wife  has  to  wait  on  him  more  like 
a servant  than  a wife,  ne  sometimes  limits  the  liberty  of 
his  wife  to  leave  the  house.  The  Italians  holding  to  the 
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patriarchal  ideas  and  customs  after  living  in  America  for 
a little  while,  begin  to  find  out  that  here  the  standards 
of  relationship  between  husband  and  wife  are  different. 

He  begins  to  find  that  in  most  American  states  the  separ- 
ate rights  of  the  married  woman  are  carefully  protected. 

He  finds  that  he  cannot  beat  her  or  deprive  her  of  her  own 
earnings.  He  finds  that  he  is  compelled  by  law  to  support 
his  wife.  He  finds  that  his  wife  has  freedom  to  go  out  of 
the  home  when  she  desires,  ahd  is  not  to  be  held  chained 
as  a dog.  He  also  finds  that  she  can  go  and  work  to  sup- 
port herself  if  he  intends  to  infringe  upon  her  liberty 
and  treat  her  as  a slave,  or  as  his  inferior**  that  she 
holds  equal  rights  before  the  law  as  he  does. 

While  all  this  is  an  advantage,  still  it  often  becomes 
detrimental  because  like  the  bird  out  of  the  cage,  the  wife 
once  out  wishes  to  remain  out  and  often  gets  a little  re- 
vengeful. The  wife  feeling  these  liberties  breaks  away 
from  her  home.  She  may  be  right.  And  it  is  the  thing  to 
do,  but  under  the  old  regime  the  family  was  held  .together. 

Ohildren* s Position  in  America. - Here  again  I could 
repeat  what  I have  said  concerning  the  attitude  of  the 
husband  toward  the  wife,  also  the  father  dominating  and 
punishing  the  children  when  they  act  counter  to  his  will. 
All  money  earned  by  them  is^to  be  consigned  xo  him.  He 
decides  v/hether  they  should  get  things  they  desire  or  not. 
Girls  are  forbidden  to  go  out  alone,  expecially  if  coming 
home  after  dark.  In  America  he  faces  new  conditions.  He 
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learns  that  protection  is  given  to  the  children  against 
cruelty  and  exploitation.  The  state  constituting  itself 
an  over  parent  compelling  parents  to  send  their  children 
to  school  and  keep  them  there.  He  is  compelle  law  to 
support  his  children  and  refusal  to  do  so  will  constitute 
an  offense  punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment.  "On  every 
hand  parents  learn  that  their  authority  is  curbed  and  that 
they  must  adjust  themselves  tc|a  new  and  perplexing  sit- 
uation which  demands  larger  freedom  and  fuller  opportunity 

1 

for'  minor  children. " As  an  illustration  of  the  old  idea 
of  children  being  as  asset,  and  also  showing  the  idea  that 
the  father  is  the  ruler ^ . the  following 

will  show  hov/  this  attitude  often  leads  to  ill 

treatment  and  orutality,  yet  the  parent  feels  perfectly 
justified  in  the  matter. 

An  Italian  tried  to  get  a social  worker  to  handle 
the  case  of  his  daughter  who  v/as  not  acting  as  she  should 
and  ought  to  be  punished  or  sent  to  a reformatory.  The 
social  worker  began  t(Jj/7ork  on  the  case.  6he  q.uestioned 
the  girl,  got  the  facts  on  the  case  and  what  was  the  out- 
come? In  the  first  place  the  social  worker  noticed  that 
the  girl's  teeth  needed  attention  and  the  father  not  only 
neglected  her,  but  demanded  that  every  penny  she  earned  be 
turned  over  to  him.  She  could  not  use  the  money  to  have 
her  teeth  fixed.  The  social  worker  instead  of  having  the 
girl  punished,  had  the  father  arrested.  We  could  multiply 
many  of  these  cases  as  they  are  reported  by  the  social 


1 - Goodsell,  V/.  : Family  Problems,  p.  143 
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workers.  Eere  also  as  in  the  case  of  the  woman's  stand- 
ing in  America,  the  child  knowing  or  aware  of  his  protec- 
tion often  treats  his  parents  in  a way  unbecoming  a 
child  tov/ard  his  father  or  mother.  Well  do  1 recall  more 
than  one  case  where  a girl  would  make  her  appearance  at 
home  at  a very  late  hour  of  the  night,  and  when  repremand- 
ed  by  the  father  she  would  menace  him  with  such  words  as : 

"If  you  scold  me  more  or  dare  touch  me  I will  scream  and 
call  the  police. " 

Educational  opportunitues  place  the  children  of 
Italians  on  a higher  place  than  their  parents  and  as  a re- 
sult they  begin  to  dislike  th^ome  they  are  living  in. 

They  begin  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  parents  because  of  their 
peculiar  customs ; because  they  do  not  speak  English  as  other 
people  do.  Often  just  as  soon  as  they  marry  they  will  move 
far  from  their  father's  home,  and  forget  it  entirely.  They 
scorn  their  parents,  because  they  have  learned  the  scorn 
for  the  "Dago"  by  those  around  them. 

Italian  children  have  advanced  immensely  and  as  Mr. 
Schiayo  points  out  in  his  book  there  are  a goodly  number  of 
Italians  in  public  life : state  senators  and  state  repre- 
sentatives, judges  of  the  Municipal  court,  county  and  city 
officials,  aldermen  and  state  attorneys.  And  there  is  a 
long  list  of  medical  doctors,  lawyers,  engineers,  teachers 
of  either  sex,  some  of  them  already  teaching  in  good  univer- 
sities, clergymen,  dentists.  The  unfortunate  part  being 
that  while  all  these  should  stand  tclhonor  the  Italian  race  in 
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America  the  greatest  proportion  keep  away  from  the  Italians* 
Only  recently  at  a Ministerial  conference  the  fact  was  men- 
tioned that  our  new  Italians,  the  children  of  Italian  par- 
ents who  are  following  some  profession  such  as  medicine  or 
law  will  not  as  much  as  attend  service  in  an  Italian  church. 
They  go  to  the  Am:rican  churches  because  they  do  not  want  to 
he  seen  amongst  the  Italians.  This  is  not  so  of  all  Italians 
hut  of  a goodly  number.  The  fault  may  he  the  failure  to 
aupreciate,  or  lack  knowledge  of  Italian  History. 

Sex  Contacts  due  to  Occupation. - In  Italy  the  fam- 
ily was  practically  always  together,  the  wife  home  working, 
the  man  in  the  fields.  In  America  in  order  to  earn  they 
must  respond  every  morning  to  the  whistle  that  calls  them 
from  their  homes  to  work,  perhaps,  in  widely  separate  mills 
and  factories;  in  another  town,  in  another  city,  or  where 
one  member  ofjthe  family  is  employed  many  blocks  from  the 
place  of  employment  o^the  others.  At  night,  tired,  the 
family  members  meet  again.  Just  to  eat  and  then  go  to 
sleep,  only  to  awake  the  next  day  and  go  through  the  same 
rouitine. 

Little  is  the  opportunity  to  be  together  much.  They 
are  practically  • strangers  among  themselves,  in  their 
own  home.  The  great  contact  is  at  the  factory.  There 
they  look  at  each  other,  talk  long  periods  together,  the 
contact  is  strong.  There  i^the  noon  lunch  which  gives 
folks  a chance  to  be  more  close  together.  There  is  the 
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possibility  walking  home  together  at  night  when  work 
is  finished.  A mere  friendship  due  to  working  together 
may  develop  into  effection,  love.  The  husband  seems  to 
center  his  effection  in  this  new  idol  that  is  before  him 
for  long  hours  of  the  day.  The  end  of  this  courtship,  if 
we  may  call  it  such,  will  be  that  the  man  will  be  estrang- 
ed from  home,  spending  some  of  his  salary  on  this  friend 
of  the  factory,  taking  her  to  theatres,  etc.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  women.  Even  she  may  fall  in  love  with 
a man  she  meets  and  is  in  contact  with  at  the  factory. 

But  there  is  also  th^ife  whose  husband  trorks  all 
day  long,  while  she  has  nothing  to  do.  After  giving  the 
house  a little  cleaning  up  off  she  goes[to  the  moving 
pictures,  there  she  is  apt  to  meet  a man  she  is  attracted 
to,  who  shows  her  more  attention  than  her  husband  who  is 
tired  from  his  labor.  She  betrays  him  who  is  working  to 
give  her  a home,  food,  and  clothing.  Gases  such  as  these 
are  happening  every  day.  In  Italy  this  could  not  have 
happened  because  of  the  severity  of  her  husband  forbid- 
ding her  even  to  raise  her  eyes  to  a man.  I recall  a 
case  in  hew  York  City  where  an  elevated  train  guardsman 
got  acquainted  with  afjm  Irish  girl  and  their  friendship 
developed  into  adultery.  He  had  to  audacity  to  take  the 
girl  home  and  force  his  wife  to  prepare  dinner  for  them 
both.  He  took  this  attitude  because  she  was  helpless j 
not  being  able  to  speak  English.  I saw  that  poor  woman 
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shed  many  a tear.  She  did  not  want  to  divorce  him  because 
she  used  to  tell  me : "my  poor  children  a^  least  can  say 
they  have  a father  and  he  provides  for  theiji.  I will  stand 
it  all  for  their  saice.  I don't  want  to  take  the  father 
from  them some  day  he  may  change." 

Association  with  Others  having  Different  Ideals. - The 
opportunities  for  Italians,  at  least  in  the  past,  to  asso^^ 
ciate  with  the  better  class  of  people  in  America  have  been 
very  meagre.  They  have  had  to  associate  with  folks  whose 
standards  were  not  very  high.  The  men  have  made  more  friends 
among  the  drunkards  | the  women  have  made  friends  among 
those  who  having  been  brought  up  in  factory  life  are  not 
very  scrupulous.  Take  for  Lttftance  the  girl  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  a very  strict  way,  never  allowed  to  go  out 
alone,  and  never  with  a young  man.  Here  she  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  new  ideals  and  she  too  tells  her  folks: 

"I  am  going  to  be  an  American  girl,  I will  do  as  all  other 
girls  do  in  America."  She  forgets,  however,  that  the  young 
Italian  who  courts  her  still  holds  to  the  old  customs.  She j 
in  heijinnocence  j tries  to  aet  as  the  American  girls  do,  sees 
nothing  wrong  in  going  out  v/ith  the  young  men,  and  sees 
nothing  dishonorable  in  a kiss.  The  young  man  holding  to 
traditional  customs  interprets  thekiss  as  an  act  of  dis- 
honor* When  she  goes  out  with  him  he  interprets  it  in  the 
wrong  way  and  he  does  everything  he  can  think  of  to  seduce 
her.  This  is  not  all,  her  own  Italian  neighbors  and  relat- 
ives will  condemn  her  in  like  manner,  and  her  chances  to 
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marry  after  that  are  few,  if  any.  Often  she' loses  the  re- 
spect of  her  family  and  she  may  he  driven  from  horn?, going 
to  live  with  some  far  relative  where  folks  do  not  know  her, 
and  she  tries  to  live  a more  careful  life  and  get  married. 

American  Drinking  Hahits. - It  would  he  untrue  to  say 
that  in  Italy  they  do  not  drink,  even  to  excess,  or  get  in- 
toxicated, for  they  do;  hutjnot  as  often  as  in  America,  and 
not  with  the  many  kinds  of  poisons  sold  under  the  name  of 
liquors.  The  Italian  drink  is  wine,  good  pure  wine,  not 
adulterated.  He  drinks  this  at  home  with  his  meals,  to- 
gether with  his  family.  There  is  also  the  so-called  ’’Cantina" 
or  saloon  where  a few  friends  get  together,  play  a game  of 
cards  and  the  losers  pay  for  the  wine  of  thewinners.  They 
will  after  a few  hours  return  home  and  go  to  sleep.  Some- 
times there  are  quarrels  between  man  and  wife,  hut  murders 
are  not  as  frequent  as  they  are  here  in  America  among  the 
Italians.  But  what  makes  the  difference?  Before  Prohibi- 
tion the  situation,  as  all  of  us  well  remember,  was  drastic. 
There  were  many  saloons  in  each  block  and  one  on  every  cor- 
ner. This  was  a temptation.  Here  in  America  it  is  a habit, 

drink  to  get  drunk,  not  because  wine  does  you  good. 

Italians  are  by  no  means  saints,  and  they  try  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  environment  offered  them.  The  Italian  is  of- 
ten spoken  of  as  poor,  dirty,  degraded  and  lazy.  Henry 
Gclman  in  his  book  on  European  Life  and  Manners  makes  such 
a statement. j I am  afraid  that^even  though  he  states  he 


1 - Golman,  Henry:  European  Life  and  Manners,  p.  267. 
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received  this  impression  of  the  Italians  while  in  Italy, 
he  actually  received  this  impression  from  the  Italians  in 
America  who  live  in  the  slums;  and  that  he  is  generalizing 
on  particulars. I am  afraid  he  did  not  see  Italy,  hut  the 
"little  Italy  of  America.”  Yet  who  is  to  blame  for  their 
being  "poor,  dirty,  degraded  and  lazy"?  Is  it  not  the  sa- 
loon which  the  Italian  has  found  in  America the  worst 

enemy  of  mankind?  Yes,  drink  makes  one  careless  and  dirty, 
look  at  a drunken  man  or  woman  and  you  will  have  a pic- 
ture of  filth.  Lazy.'  certainly while  many  think  that 

whiskey,  rum  and  the  like  stimulate  one  and  give  one  more 
vigor  and  strength.  I know  by  ex-perience  that  employers 
v«rill  not  hire  such  men  because  they  cannot  do  ‘ as  much 
work  as  th^an  that  does  not  drink.  The  man  that  drinks 
becomes  lazy;  he  often  refuses  to  work  altogether.  He  looks 
to  his  wife  and  children  for  support.  He  is  poor  as  a result 
of  thedrink  habit.  ^ Money  all  goes  for  liquor.  The  re- 
sult is  poverty,  because  he  cannot  and  does  not  earn. 

Degraded. - Degradation  is  the  natural  result  of  drink- 
ing. He  loses  all  respect  for  himself,  all  self-control. 
Under  the  influe onet^of  liquor  he  will  do  almost  anything. 

Here  in  America  v/e  are  obliged  to  see  such  horrible 
scenes  as  an  intoxicated  woman  walking  th^streets.  That 
would  never  be  tolerated  in  Italy.  The  most  pitiful  of  all 

f are  the  young  men from  fourteen  years  of  age  to  twenty- 

one  v/ho  buy  liquor.  Someone  may  say,  it  was  impossible  in 
the  day  of  the  saloon,  to  give  oJsell  drinks  to  a minor. 
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Such  was  the  written  law,  hut  it  was  not  carried  out.  The 
writer  of  this  paper  v/ell  remembers  when  one  cold  December 
morning,  while  in  New  York  City,  he  stepped  into  a saloon 
to  get  facts  on  this  matter.  A young  man  sixteen  years  old 
stepped  in  and  not  only  bought  one  glass  of  rum, but  more. 

He  was  an  Italian,  but  in  Italy  he  would  have  been  taken 
by  the  arm  and  bro-ught  home,  where  without  pity  he  would 

have  received  more  than  a mere  scolding. 

Today  drink  is  still  sold.  It  is  now  a formed  habit. 

The  Italian  can  better  afford  to  purchase  it  heie  than  in 
Italy.  There  the  poorer  class  could  afford  only  wine,  the 

better  drinks  were  for  the  aristocracy they  could  afford 

it.  The  drink  habit  has  another  evil.  In  the  days  of  the 
saloon  it  became  an  occupation  for  the  Italian  to  set  up, 
or  buy  a saloon^  today  he  indulges  in  bootlegging.  Had 
there  been  no  saloons  here  he  would  have  looked  for  another 

job or  set  up  a more  honorable  business.  The  harm  of  the 

drink  habit  has  led  to  many  a broken  home,  caused  by  murder 
committed  under  the  influence  of  drink.  Drink  leads  to  in- 
sanity and  breaks  up  the  home. 

"The  worst  districts  of  American  cities  where  vice, 
drunkeness,  theft,  and  desregard  for  lav;  flourish  are  us- 
ually alongside  of  the  Italian  quarter.  Crap-shooting  gives 

1 

an  early  introduction  to  the  Italian  vice  of  gambling." 

Here  in  this  new  country  the  Italian  has  offered  to 
him  many  opportunities  for  gambling.  Horse  races,  crap- 
1 - Rose,  P.  M. : The  Italians  in  America,  p.  77. 
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shooting,  card-playing  and  ©tc*  Hsre  it  is  made  more  pos- 
sible because  he  has  moreraoney  to  spare,  and  more  leisure 
than  in  Italy.  days  Schiavo,  "She  2ed  Light  District  of 
Chicago,  the  "Little  Hell"  and  "Bloody  nineteenth"  acquired 

their  names  and  reputation  long  before  arydicilians  came  to 
1 

live  there.”  Gambling  houses  abound they  exist,  not  be- 

cause America  v/ant-s  them,  but  unfortunately  because  a few 
want  to  get  rich  quick.  Gambling  of  all  kinds  should  be 
done  away  with  in  this  country.  Gamblers  should  be  pun- 
ished and  forces  put  to  work  to  prevent  it.  Cultivate  good 
citizens  through  the  right  kind  of  circumstances,  the  right 
kind  of  surroundings,  the  right  kind  of  education.  days 
Miss  Georgia  E.  Harkness,  "The  attitude  of  the  American 
people  tov/ard  the  immigrant  has  been  too  often  an  attitude 
of  neglect.  We  have  drawn  aside  our  skirts  for  fear  of 
ds^ilsnient  -can  we  wonder  that  he  sometimes  pays  us  back 
in  our  own  coin?"  V/e  cannot  wonder  if  they  as  a result 
have  taken  the  lead  in  the  gambling  evil.  Gambling  has  be- 
come a profession  among  many.  They]nave  their  homes  and 
spend  hours  and  days  gambling.  They  gamble  every  cent  they 
own  and  often  their  wives  have  to  leave  their  homes  and  go 
live  in  l-poor^er  Auarter»» 


1-  dchiaro.  Giovanni  E:  The  Italians  of  Chicago,  ■ 

2 - Harkness,  G.  E.  (Miss) : The  Church  and  the  Immigrant. 
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CHAPTER  V 

Agencies  Contributing  to  the  Solution  of  the 

Pr oblem 

Education.  The  important  thing  here  is  the  adjustment  of 
tlie  iinirigrant  to  the  American  enviroir.ent . It  has  been  said 
that:  "The  home  is  the  supreme  place  of  education  and  of 
training  and  it  should  be  governed  by  equality  in  personal 
values".^  riot  take  this  thought  and  apply  it  in  a 
larger  sphere?  Instead  of  signifying  by  it  the  place  where 
the  small  family  groups  together,  let  us  apply  it  to  the 
nation  where  the  larger  family  grows  up,  lives  and  takes 
part  in  national  development.  The  hornie  is  in  this  particular 
case:  America*  The  Italian  who  comes  to  these  shores  is  as 
ignorant  of  America’s  laws  and  customs  as  is  a new  born  babe 
in  his  hom*e.  All  that  is  good  or  bad  is  there,  but  the  child 
has  to  be  instructed  as  he  grows  and  as  he  learns  words  and 
gets  their  m*eaning.  This  is  not  done  in  a day,  nor  a month 
or  a year,  but  with  a long  period  of  careful,  patient  and  well 
planned  training.  In  like  manner  the  immigrant  is  only  a babe 
in  this  bigger  hom.e,  Am; erica.  New  custom:s  can  be  given 
only  through  process  of  education. 

Education  includes  miental  adjustm.ent  to  social  life. 
However  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  age  plays 
an  important  part  in  adapting  the  new  imm.igrant  to  the 
Am*erican  life  standards.  The  older  individual  do  change,  but 
not  very  much.  Traditional  ways  and  methods  have  becomie 
part  of  their  very  selves.  Again,  some  have  not  been  able  to 


1.  The  Home.  C.O.P.E.C.  Comimission  Report,  Vol.  5,  p.64 
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change  inuch.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  some  v;ho  have  been 
for 

in  America  forty  years  and  cannot  speak  a word  of 
English.  If  they  have  not  been  taught  the  language 
which  becomes  the  vehicle  of  other  developments  how  can 
one  expect  them  to  acquire  American  standards  of  life? 

A strange  language  is  a great  handicap.  It  deprives  one 
of  further  acquaintance  with  men,  customs  and  laws. 

Some  imr.igrants  are  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  within  walking 
distance  there  are  beautiful  buildings.  How  can  they  know? 

How  can  they  get  there?  If  they  attempt  to  ask,  as  some  try 
very  hard  to  do  so,  in  a mixture  of  broken  English  and  Italian, 
the  dress  and  the  accent  at  once  declare  that  they  are 
foreigners,  and  with  this  the  person  questioned  instead  of  helping 
the  embarassed  immigrant,  shouts:  "Oh  speak  United  States". 

YTiile  this  is  not  universally  true,  the  author  of  this  paper 
has  witnessed  many  such  instances.  The  sad  part  is  that  those 
who  give  such  answers  are  often  the  very  persons  who  are  paid 
to  help  the  public:  the  policemen.  Some  of  the  training  or 
education  must  begin  with  the  "father"  of  this  new  child; 
with  him  who  is  a citizen  of  this  land,  whom  we  might  call 
the  social  father  to  the  imndgrant. 

The  younger  generation,  even  if  born  in  Italy,  if  allowed 
to  mangle  and  go  to  school  will  change  considerably.  The  first 
step  then  would  be  in  the  education  of  the  adult,  and  this  in 
several  ways.  The  first  thing  that  must  be  done  is  to  break 
down  all  barriers  that  divide  people--race  prejudice  and  the  like. 
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When  the  imir.igrants  reach  Ellis  Island  they  are  not  often 
treated  as  human  beings.  The  abuses  given  them  are  many, 
imniigrants  are  placed  in  a corner  to  wait  until  their  turn 
comes.  Often  hours  pass  without  a bite  "of  food.  They  are 
tossed  here  and  there  by  the  special  officers  and  the 
treatment  is  not  that  due  to  human  beings.  The  examination  of 
the  baggage  is  not  done  with  the  care  that  adequately  guards 
the  property  of  the  owner.  These  things  are  surely  not 
hnown  by  the  outside  average  American,  but  a look  inside 
will  convince  any  one.  The  writer  knows  these  things  because 
he  has  been  an  eye  witness.  Even  he  had  to  use  extra 
precaution  lest  while  inside  he  might  get  into  trouble. 

This  kind  of  "welcome”  is  not  a good  first  lesson  in 
educating  the  newcomer  to  our  shores.  And  so  again  we 
see  the  need  of  training  Americans  themselves. 

Americanization.  The  first  step  is  that  mentioned 
above,  helping  the  immigrant  to  learn  the  language  of  this 
country;  English.  This  may  be  done,  as  it  is  already  being 
done  in  many  cities,  through  such  agencies  as  the  public 
evening  schools,  the  Y.M.C.A,  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  The  formation 
of  classes  in  factories  is  helpful,  where  at  a specific  hour 
of  the  day  a period  is  given  to  the  teaching  of  Inglish  to 
foreigners,  this  of course  in  co-operation  with  the  employer. 
Comm.unity  houses  may  enlist  capable  teachers  of  the  same 
nationality  as  the  students.  Another  institution  that  might 
help  niore  in  this  task  is  the  church 

The  above  agencies  could  serve  not  only  by  teaching 
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the  language  of  America  to  the  Italian,  but  at  the 

same  time  it  m-ight  provide  instruction  in  citizenship. 

This  would  rr.alce  a great  dif-^erence  in  the  irmr.igrant  ’ s attitude 

toward  his  new  home.  The  immigrant  thus  would  see  that  the 

citizens  of  this  new  land  are  interested  in  him  to  the 

extend  of  wanting  himi  not  tOj.be  as  a broken  branch  off 

tlie  living  tree,  but  as  one  joined  to  the  living  trunk.  And 

as  Mr.  Gladden  says:  "The  v/ork  of  social  integrat ion-the 

work  of  bringing  all  social  groups  and  classes  into  a livinff 

1 

unity-this  , I say,  is  the  great  work  of  the  hour". 

Breckinridge  says:  "There  is  need  of  organizing 

National  Reception  Committees;  such  comB-ittees  should  not 

only  give  the  im.m;ediate  service  that  is  needed,  but  should 

also  develop  an  educational  technique.  This  would  provide 

regular  instruction  in  their  own  language  to  the  foreigner 

with  regard  to  American  family  law-  the  rights  of  the  v/ife 

and  children,  the  curtailm.ent  of  the  powers  of  the  husband 

and  father,  his  duties  of  support  of  wife  and  off-spring. 

Instructions  might  also  be  given  in  the  sanitary  and  hygienic 

practices  of  the  new  country;  in  wise  spending  for  food 

and  clothing,  in  well  balanced  dietaries  and  in  child  care- 

physical,  mental  and  moral. 

The  school,  church,  the  settlement,  the  district 

nursing  service,  the  visiting  home  teacher  miay  all  cooperate 

2 

usefully  in  this  great  work  if  they  will". 


I.  2.  Social  Facts  and  Forces.  Washington  Gladden,  p.  I99 
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TLere-^is  need  of  a development  of  a variety  of  agencies 
for  helping  and  educating  the  inurigrajit  who  must 
understand  American  standards  of  living  with  regard 
to  management,  sanitation,  diet  and  education. 

In  order  to  hold  the  future  home  together  happily 

the  need  is  to  educate  youMi  to  a finer  conception 

of 

of  marriage  than  that/y,mere  physical  satisfaction, 

the  spiritualizing  of  marriage  brings  it  to  the  highest 

conception.  This  kind  of  education  is  indispensable. 

"Education  should  include  clear  instruction  as  to  sex 

practice  with  physiological  and  psychological  reasons  for 

the  prescribed  practice,  instruction  as  to  the  anatomy 

and  physiology  of  the  reproductive  organs,  the  significance 

of  right  diet,  excersise,  sleep,  bathing  and  clothing. 

There  should  be  clear  and  frank  information  concerning  the 

1 

nature,  transmission,  and  effects  of  veneral  diseases". 

This  is  one  of  the  elements  lacking  in  the  Italian  home. 
The  general  feeling  is  that  such  discussion  is 
immoral- -not  clean.  Adults  say:  "let  boys  find  these 
things  out  for  themselves.  The  girl  may  be  instructed 
after  marriage  by  her  husband,"  Many  a young  woman 
has  married  in  utter  ignorance  and  the  first  married 
night  has  been  one  of  fear  and  tears. 


1.  pccial  Progress,  J.  Hertzler 
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Newly  married  Italian  couples  might  well  accept 
the  advice  of  an  American  Judge  in  a Court  of  Domestic 
Relations: 

Advice  to  Women. 

Do  not  be  extravagant 
Keep  your  home  clean 

Do  not  receive  attention  from  other  men 

Do  not  resent  reasonable  discipline 
of  children  by  the  father 

Do  not  spend  too  much  time  with  your  mother 

Be  feminine 

Do  not  disparage  your  husband 


Advice  to  Men. 

Be  generous  according  to  your  means 
DO  not  show  attention  to  other  women 
Be  cheerful 
Be  considerate 
Do  not  keep  a lodger 
Be  kind  and  just  to  your  children 
Keep  away  from  drink  and  evil  friends 
f Keep  no  wine,  beer  nor  any  kind  of  liquor  in  your  home 

Keep  weapons  of  every  kind  out  of  your  home 
Join  some  church 


Family  Disorganization.  E.R.  Mowrer 
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Religion.  Science  vs.  Dogma  and  Superstition. 


We  may  define  religion  in  Hertzler’s  words:  "Any  religion 

which  is  to  play  its  part  must  give  a philosophy  of 

adjustment  that  is  suitable  to  its  own  age,  and  all  the 

characteristics  of  life  of  the  time  must  be  taken  into 

consideration.  It  must  be  free  to  grow.  It  cannot,  as  a 

social  agency,  render  imiportant  services  to  society  if  it 

1 

is  not  adjustable  to  the  spirit  of  its  age". 

"As  science  and  new  knowledge  solve  problems  that 

have  been  considered  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of 

organized  religion,  it  should  not  insist  upon  keeping 

them;  within  its  sphere to  maintain  something  as 

religious,  when  it  has  passed  out  of  the  sphere  of  religion 

is  to  hold  down  the  human  spirit,  and  tie  mar  to 

2 

ignorance  and  obscurantism". 

Be  it  the  adult  who  comes  to  these  shores,  or  his 
children  born  abroad  or  here,  they  ought  to  be  enlightened 
on  this  vital  subject.  The  kind  of  religion  they  need  is 
that  which  will  encourage  the  search  for  truth  and  the 
acceptance  of  scientific  facts,  in  spite  of  church  teaching 
The  leading  cult  in  Italy  is  that  of  Roman  Catholicism 
The  new  comers  to  Am.erica  naturally  carry  with  them  that 
faith.  A visit  in  an  Italian  quarter  here  in  the  United 
States  on  a religious  feast  day  will  convince  any  one 
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of  this  fact.  At  such  a time  one  v/ill  see  buildings, 
electric  poles  and  trees  decorated  with  electric  bulbs 
I*  of  different  colors.  There  will  be  band  music  and  fire 

works.  At  a certain  hour  of  the  day  the  Patron  Saint 
of  the  occassion  is  paraded  through  the  streets  of  the 
Italian  Quarter,  Good,  legal  paper  currency,  varying  in 
amount,  and  Jewelry  of  all  sorts  becomes  the  dress  of  the 
saint,  for,  covered  from  head  to  feet,  all  that 
can  be  seen  is  money  and  Jewelry,  To  this  saint  the 
worshippers  pray  for  many  things,  such  as  restoration  to 
health.  Vows  are  made  and  are  fulfilled  by  payments  for 
candles  to  burn  for  a specific  time.  Special  masses  and 
other  means  are  employed  to  attract  the  people. and  to 
secure  fees.  This  alone  ought  to  induce  the  more 
intelligent  Italians  to  enlighten  these  victims  who 
have  been  brought  up  in  deork  superstition  that  they  may  see 
that  in  this  new  land  they  may  have  common  sense  religion.— 
religion  that  is  a social  and  intellectual  asset. 

These  religious  enthusiasts  not  only  parade  statues 
through  the  streets  and  pray  to  them  for  health,  which  is 
oftentimes  especially  against  personal  welfare,  for  instead 
of  getting  the  scientific  attention  needed  from  a physician, 
they  trust,  even  in  critical  cases  needing  surgical  care 
^ such  as  broken  arms,  that  the  saint  represented  by  the  statue 

will  knit  the  shattered  ends  of  the  broken  arm.  Permanent 
injury , that  might  have  been  avoided,  is  brought  by 
superstition.  To  these  Patron  j^aints  they  pray  for  rain  and 
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"Religion,  if  it  is  true  religion,  should  provide  facilities 

and  tools  for  the  building  of  personality',  spirituality, 

1 

and  creative  experience". 

The  kind  of  religion  the  Italiar-Acier ican  should 

have  is  one  that  is  irore  open  minded  in  its  attitude 

toward  science,  for  science  is  not  against  liberal  religion. 

"Religion  should  not  go  contrary  to  science,  but  it  may  go 

2 

beyond  science". 

These  people  have  been  brought  up  in  fear  under  the  strong 
arm  of  the  church  to  do  as  the  church  directs  in  all  m.atters. 

If  an  Italian  has  not  been  married  by  a Roman  Catholic  priest  the 
wife  is  not  looked  upon  as  a legitimiate  spouse,  but  as  a prostitute. 

Take  the  matter  of  divorce.  The  church  says  that  divorce 
strikes  a blow  at  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  r elation, - 
it  destroys  the  purity  and  unity  of  the  family  and  disrupts 
the  hom.e.  Goodsell  in  her  book  on  the  ’Family’  says; 

A moment’s  clear  unlfiassed  thinking  should  serve  to  convince 
these  clerics  that  all  these  conditions  proceeded  instead 
of  followed,  divorce.  As  Professor  Ross  hias  pointed  out, 
divorce  never  broke  up  a happy  home  nor  defiled  its  sanctities. 

^’hat  ’sanctities’  indeed  remain  in  iriarriage  m;ade  intolerable 
by  abuse,  sexual  licence  or  drunkedness?  How  can  divorce 
pos-sibly  destroy  the  purity  of  such  a home  or  disrupt  a family 

life  atlready  torn  asunder  by  bitter  dissensions  or  mutual 
loathing?  Obviously  the  viewpoint  of  this  group  is 
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deeply  colored  by  their  conviction  that  Kiarriage  is  a 
sacred  institution  ordained  of  God  and  made  holy  in 
each  particular  case  by  the  nuptial  service,  not  by 
mutual  love  and  conxadship.  Holding  firmly  to  this  dogma, 
the  eyes  of  thousands  of  men  and  v/omen  are  closed  to  the 
fact  that  divorce  does  not  create  disunity;  but  follows 
upon  it;  that  divorce  is  not  a disease,  but  a sympton; 
not  a cause  but  an  effect.  Thus  in  the  thinking  of  the 
ecclesiastical  group,  theological  preconceptions  are 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  cart  is  all  too 
frequently  put  before  the  horse”. 

There  is  also  often  placed  before  us  the  words  from 
the  Scriptures:  "Those  whom.:  God  hath  Joined  together  let 
not  man  put  asunder".  But  how  do  we  know  whom:  God  Joins 
together?  How  account  for  the  many  miarriages  resulting 
fromi  betrayal,  fraud  and  seduction  following  the  use  of 
drugs.  How  about  the  many  among  the  Italians  who  have  been 
forced  into  marriage  by  thireats,  or  miarriages  made  up  and 
contracted  by  relatives  or  parents.  Is  the  couple  Joined  by 
God  when  a young  husband  has  been  infected  with  veneral  diseases 
and  infects  the  poor  innocent  bride? 

After  all  what  is  marriage,-  is  it  m^erely  a physical 
union?  Where  does  love,  the  spiritual  side  of  marriage  come 
in?  Has  this  true  bond  been  lost  sight  of? 

The  husband  of  an  intelligent  Italian  woman,  a teacher, 
made  it  almost  a habit  to  kick  his  wife  as  often  as  he  quarreled 
with  her.  Once  she  was  pregnant.  She  had  him  arrested. 
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and  at  once  proceeded  to  secure  divorce.  She  secured  her 
divorce.  However,  the  man  was  not  allowed  to  leave  the 
city  or  the  state  of  lilassachusetts  until  after  the  birth 
of  the  child.  This  was  done  because  there  was  fear  that 
serious  consequences  may  have  resulted  from  that  kick. 

-Jbcut  three  years  ago  she  remarried  and  today  she  is  the  happy 
wife  of  another  man.  She  has  more  children,  and  the  new 
husband  loves  and  cares  as  much  for  the  child  not  his  own  as 
he  does  for  his  own  children.  Can  any  one  not  see  that  divorce 
healed  the  disease  of  this  home?  Wnen  was  this  home  broken, - 
before  her  divorce,  by  the  divorce,  or  in  her  remarriage? 

71iich  home  would  thfe  cleric  prefer  to  have  as  his  own 
to  live  in?  Men  are  prone  to  offer  to  others  remedies 
that  they  would  not  themselves  accept. 

Anotherwoman’ s husband  frequently  threatened  her  with 
a gun,  but  one  late  afternoon  he  met  her  at  the  door  of  the 
factory  where  she  worked  (she  had  to  work  because  he  did  not 
provide  for  the  fam.ily)  and  demanded  her  whole  week’s  salary. 
Of  course  she  refused,  she  worked  so  as  to  provide  food 
and  shelter  for  herself  and  her  three  children,  and  also 
feed  him.  He  drew  a knife  and  slashed  her  across  the  face. 

A crowd  gathered.  He  was  arrested.  She  did  not  dare  to  allow 
him  to  enter  her  home  again.  She  secured  a divorce,  and  about 
five  years  later  she  miarried  a fine  Christian  man.  They 
axe  happy  and  today  they  have  a fine  home.  She  does  not  have 
to  go  and  work  in  a factory.  Was  not  divorce  a cure  here 
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also?  Divorce,  if  clearly  understood,  is  often  ehi  essential 
step  to  bring  about  family  stability. 

Bom*e  say  that  children  are  robbed  of  the  care  of  one  of 
the  parents.  In  a home  where  there  are  continuous  quarrels 
we  have  the  worst  possible  place  in  which  to  rear  children, 
because  of  harm,  done  them  physically  and  mientally . It  is 
better  to  subject  the  child  to  the  influence  of  only  one  of 
the  combatting  parents.  Two  conflicting  attitudes  are  almost 
certain  to  produce  a breakdown  in  the  child,  in  health, 
sanity,  or  morals. 

Whether  it  be  for  the  good  of  each  of  the  parties 
involved  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  and  for  the 
re-vitalizing  of  the  home,  divorce  is  frequently  the  best 
solution  of  this  great  problem.. 

Among  the  Italians  divorce  was  at  one  time  considered 
a great  scandal  for  the  entire  family.  Today,  however, 
especially  among  those  who  are  m.or  e intelligent  and  are 
witnessing  the  oeneficial  effects  of  such  an  operation, 
painful  as  it  may  be,  yet  resulting  in  new  life  and  joy 
and  health  in  the  family;  today,  when  the  circumstances 
demand  and  necessity  presses  it,  they  go  tnrough  with 
divorce  and  are  muide  happier.  Where  a hom^e  had  been  broken 
we  often  see  a home  re-established.  No  divorce  ever  broke  a 
harmonious  happy  home.  We  know  that  healing  accurs  when 
the  cause  has  been  properly  treated. 

Take  the  matter  of  Birth  Control.  Should  not  science 
which  deals  with  experience,  with  the  facts  of  life  have 
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the  final  word  in  this  matter?  Elsewhere  in  this  paper 
instances  are  cited  where  it  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  sell 
the  children  in  adoption  because  the  father  could  not  support 
them.  There  are  also  cases  where  frequency  of  pregnancy  led 
the  husband  to  secure  employment  in  other  states  in  order  to 
live  away  from  his  wife,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  family 
only  by  the  means  of  corr ispondence.  Again  many  a woinan 
without  expert  scientific  guidance  has  ruined  her  health, 
and  many  have  died  because  in  ignorance  they  have  used 
dangerous  drugs  to  prevent  conception. 

There  is  also  another  and  often  a more  serious  and 
complicated  problem,  when  the  husband  , for  fear  of  too  many 
children,  more  than  can  be  well  provided  for,  refuses  to 
live  a normial  life  with  his  true  mate  and  seeks  to  satisfy 
his  sexual  desire  outside  his  home.  This  is  tragic,  for 
in  the  first  place  we  mmst  remember  that  the  woman  suffers 
when  she  is  refused  a normal  life.  Siclcness  may  result.  The 
husband  will  lose  his  love  for  his  wife  and  especially 
if  he  finds  another  woman  who  knows  how  to  lure  him.  Is  not 
this  a broken  home  also? 

There  are  today  scores  of  homes  with  too  many  children, « 
the  father  does  not  earn  enough  to  support  them.  What  is  the 
usual  result?  They  seek  aid  from  the  Charitable  Organizations. 
In  Italy  this  might  have  been  avoided,  for  just  as  soon  as 
the  children  were  old  enough  to  work  they  would  be  placed, 
and  hence  help  to  support  at  least  themiselves. 

■Furthermore  those  having  too  many  children  are  forced 
to  live  in  poorer  districts  where  rent  is  cheaper. 
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Many  are  crowded  into  one  bed  room.  In  case  of  sickness 

all  are  very  apt  to  get  the  same  disease,  consequently 

the  ultimate  outcome  is,  in  most  cases,  a high  rate  of 

mortality  among  the  children. 

Too  many  children  will  prevent  the  continuance  of  school. 

f?ending  them  to  college  is  impossible  because  help  is 

needed,  and  the  older  ones  must  earn  the  bread  and  butter, 

A large  family  frequently  brings  the  mother  to  the  grave 

in  early  life,  leaving  many  small  children  m.otherless. 

Birth  control  will  bring  salvation  in  these  cases.  Parents 

will  be  able  to  regulate  the  birth  rate  and  to  have  as 

many  children  as  they  want  and  can  take  care  of.  They  will 

be  able  to  have  them  a number  of  years  apart,  giving  a 

chance  to  the  mother  to  first  raise  one  to  a certain  age 

before  having  another  one  rather  than  having  two  or  three 

small  ones  close  together.  It  will  help  to  hold  the  husband 

faithful  to  the  wife.  There  will  be  encouragement  to  live 

a normal  life  in  full  wholesomeness  and  honor.  There  will 

be  fewer  broken  homes,  there  will  be  less  of  a chance 

for  suffering  for  the  necessities  of  life.  Says  V.'.  Goodsell: 

"To  bring  children  into  the  world  to  grow  up  in  dark, 

squalid,  unsanitary  homes,  where  the  family  members 

are  crowded  together  in  such  wise  as  to  render  privacy 

and  even  decency  impossible,  seems  on  its  surface  a profoundly 

1 

unintelligent,  unsocial  and  immoral  performance". 


1,  Problem’s  of  the  Family 


W.  Goodsell 
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AiTiong  all  races  and  national  groups  it  is  important 
to  multiply  those  who  have  the  greatest  hiological  and 
social  inheritance  to  give  to  their  children.  What 
actually  happens  is  that  the  greatest  number  of  children 
are  to  be  found  aniong  the  lower  class.  Birth  control  is 
practiced  some  in  Italy,  but  more  among  the  felite.  The 
poorer  people  are  under  the  control  and  guide  of  the 
Celibate  Priesthood  urging  that  they  have  offspring:  ’’It 
is  mortal  sin  to  prevent  conception,  and  those  that  do  so 

1 

cannot  receive  the  Sacraments  and  will  net  be  saved...." 

America  can  do  much  for  these  people  the  results  in 

increased  happiness  will  be  well  v/erth  the  trouble. 

Right  teaching  by  the  church,  scientific  and  broad, 

humanitarian  in  application,  these  surely  will  exert  a 

great  influence  in  holding  the  fam.ily  together.  Says 

}£x , Fiske:  "Succesful  young  people’s  churches  provide  a 

program!  of  activity,  and  in  sharing  in  these  activities 

they  develop  character.  Our  church  schools  are  learning 

2 

to  become  Schools  of  Christian  living " 


1.  Short  Catechism  for  those  about  to  marry. 

?.  The  Charging  Fajrily.  Geo.  w,  Fiske.  p.  30I 
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Legislation.  Desertion  is  often  found  in  Italian  horres. 

The  husband  may  want  to  get  rid  of  his  wife,  but  he  does 
not  want  publicity,  hence  he  leaves  her.  Again  it  may  be, 
that  instead  of  divorcing  her,  he  still  vrants  to  have  her 
as  his  wife  so  that  after  a while  he  may  return  again. 

In  his  heart  he  feels  that  the  new  relationship  that  is 
taking  him  from  home  does  not  represent  an  abiding  love  as 
does  the  real  wife  and  that  some  day  he  will  return  home. 
However  in  order  to  avoid  police  interference  for  the 
time  being  he  marries  this  new  love.  He  does  so  under 
a different  namie.  In  many  states  in  America  no  notice  of 
intention  of  marriage  is  posted;  there  is  no  thorough 
investigation  m:ads  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  parties 
have  ever  been  married  before,  except  their  own  testim;cny, 
or  whether  the  nan.es  they  give  are  true. 

There  should  be  miore  safeguards  in  the  issuance  of  a 
license.  Of  course,  in  spite  of  the  law,  evils  sometimiss 
arise.  ♦'In  a New  England  town  recently  a Russian  applicant 

declared  to  the  license  issuer  that  he  was  single Hhe 

man’s  application  was  then  filed  in  accordance  with  the 
states’  five  day  advance  notice  law.  But  be-f*cre  the  five 
days  had  expired  and  the  license  had  been  issued  the  license 
official  happened  to  hear  that  the  candidate  for  miatT-imony 
had  a wife  living  in  Russia". 

"A  mar.  in  Los  Angeles,  arrested  on  another  crim.inal 


1.  ?iarriage  and  The  State.  Richjrond  and  Hall. 
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chcirge,  v/as  discovered  in  the  course  of  his  examinatior.  to 

have  been  married  seven  tinies.  . . .a  search  of  public  records 

showed  that  he  had  been  married  under  an  assumed  nam.e  in 

Warren, Ohio,  March  1919;  in  Tacoma,  Washington,  September  1919; 

in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  April  1920;  in  DesMoines,  Iowa,  October 
1 

1925*'.  Thus  at  least  five  v/omien  and  possibly  more,  m.ight 
have  been  protected  fromi  this  evil  snare  if  miore  stringent 
laws  were  passed  and  enforced  and  if  better  proof  than  a miere 
signature  v/ere  required.  liaws  should  be  passed  in  every  state 
requiring  publicity  in  the  application  f or  a license.  A 
photograph  of  the  bride  and  groom,  should  be  filed  with  the 
m:arriage  certificate.  A similar  copy  of  the  photograph  should 
be  sent  to  the  native  city  ’’■bere  the  marriage  should  also 
be  registered. 

"Is  it  not  strange  that,  if  a young  girl  is  going  to 

Europe  and  applies  for  a passport,  she  m.ust  present  an  attested 

transcript  of  her  birth  certificate  or  other  evidence  equally 

good  before  she  can  receive  one,  but  that  for  the  far  more  serious 

step  of  marriage  her  affidavit  alone,  or  more  often  the  affidavit 

2 

of  the  mar  who  wishes  to  marry  her,  is  allsuff icient?" 

Laws  should  be  passed  eliminating  certain  of  the  worst 
conditions  that  threaten  the  family,  such  as  "Corrmonlaw  m.arriage" 
"A  few  years  ago  twenty-six  of  the  United  States  recognized  the 
so  called  "Commonlaw  marriages"  as  valid;  while  in  six  other 
com-morwealths  the  status  of  such  marriages  was 
doubtful,  only  in  seventeen  states  had 


1.^..  Marriage  and  The  State.  Richmond  and  Hall.  p.  I4l 
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1 

8uch  loose  unions  been  declared  invalid  by  statute". 

This  method  has  been  made  use  of  by  mai^  an  Italian  who 
left  his  wife  in  Italy.  When  his  real  wife  came  to  America 
then  trouble  began,  for  the  second  woman  protested  saying 
she  was  his  wife  according  to  law.  Some  say  this  law 
protects  womanhood.  Does  it?  Which  kind?  If  a good 
woman  wishes  to  risk  her  best  by  living  with  a man  contrary 
to  the  usual  custom  of  marriage  then  she  must  pay  the 
price. 

Elimination  of  Child-marriages.  Laws  are  needed  not  only 
setting  a minimum  marriageable  age,  but  requiring  ade^luate 
proof.  Especially  in  the  case  of  foreigners  too  much 
reliance  must  not  be  placed  on  the  testimony  of  the  parents 
or  relatives.  Birth  certificates  from  their  native  land 
should  be  re^luired.  ’’  A father  reported  at  a license 
office  that  his  daughter  of  11  was  16. He  was  granted  a 
marriage  license  without  her  appearance  there,  and  she  was 
married  immediately  to  a man  of  40.  It  transpired  a little 
latter  that  the  child  was  a ward  of  the  state  and  had  been 

spirited  away  from  an  institution  for  children  by  her 

2 

mother" . 

The  above  case  shows  lack  of  ^are,  the  girl  was  a 
child  of  eleven,  a ward  of  the  state,  and  the  license  given 
without  her  being  present.  Richmond  and  Hall  estimate  that 
in  this  country  there  are  at  present  343,000  women  and 


girls  who  began  their  married  life  as  child  wives  and  this 
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1 

within  the  last  thirty-six  years". 

Laws  Concerning  Divorce,  Of  all  contracts  made  between 
individuals  it  is  a Icnown  fact  that  when  both  parties 
agree,  the  contract  may  be  broken,  becoming  null 
and  void.  Not  so  however  between  two  persons  who 
realize  that  they  have  made  a mistake  in  this  contract  and 
though  wishing  to  break  it  are  hampered  by  law. 

Better  divorce  laws  should  be  passed, 

it  is  the  enforcing  and  the  passing  of  better  laws 
that  will  lend  a helping  hand  to  hold  the  faimily  together. 


I 


1.  Child  Marriages,  Richmond  and  Hall.  p,57 
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Agencies  Helpful  in  Reducing 
Disorganization  of  the  Home 

Courts  of  Domestic  Relations^  This  method  is  highly- 

endorsed  by  professional  reformers.  It  consists  in  having  a 

special  court  to  hear  all  cases  concerning  family  relations, 

though  it  may  leave  to  another  court  the  cases  of  delinguency 

of  young  offenders.  The  essential  point  of  the  court  is  that 

the  procedure  is  in  the  nature  of  an  investigation  rather 

than  a trial.  "Chicago  in  I9II  established  the  first  court, 

calling  it  the  Court  of  Domestic  -Delations.  Since  that  time 

similar  counts  have  been  established  in  a number  of  cities. 

The  usual  procedure  in  such  a court  is  to  have  workers 

intervie?/  the  complainants  and  then  try  to  work  out  an 

adjustment  outside  the  court — the  court  itself  being  utilized  only 

in  such  cases  where  no  adjustment  can  be  made  without  the 

1 

force  of  the  law". 

The  Catholic  Church.  The  Catholic  Church  has  had  some  degree 
of  success  in  preventing  family  disorganization  primarily 
through  the  technique  of  the  confessional. 

Through  the  confession  the  Catholic  church  has  been  able 
to  modify  to  the  degree  which  seemed  necessary  under  unique 
conditions  the  categorical  imperative  involved  in  the  traditional 
definition  of  standards  of  conduct  in  terms  of  the  negation 
of  sin.  At  the  same  time  the  priest  has  been  able  to  offer 
solutions  of  personal  problems  to  the  penitent. 


1.  Family  Disorganization,  E,  R.  Mowrer.  p,  275 
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The  Protestant  church  is  just  beginning  to  give  more 

1 

attention  to  this  phase  of  church  activity". 

Psychiatry,  Psychiatry  has  shown  the  effectiveness 
of  scientific  approach.  One  school  , psychoanaiysis , has  by 
its  successes  in  the  treatment  of  oases,  revolutionized 
in  many  respects  not  only  the  whole  field  of  psychiatry, 
but  of  psychology  and  sociology  as  well,  by  contributing 
to  the  science  of  human  behaviour  a great  deal  of  concrete’ 
data  in  addition  to  a method  of  re-search.  The  result  is 
that  in  the  control  of  human  behavior  in  which  mental 
disintegration  is  a significant  factor,  there  is  at  hand 
a definitely  formulated  and  effective  technique  of 

treatment  for  many  oases In  fact,  so  successful  has 

the  psychiatrist  been  in  controlling  human  behavior  that 
much  of  his  contributions  has  been  incorporated  into  the 
technidue  of  so  called  ’psychiatric  case-work’.  To  the 
degree,  then,  that  social  workers  are  utilizing 
psychiatric  principles  they  are  becoming  more  scientific", 
"Psychiatry  treats  of  the  pathology,  clinical 
conditions,  progress,  cause  and  treatment  of  desease  affecting 
what  specialists  in  mental  diseases 'call  "mind"  Whether  the 
deseases  in  Question  are  within  the  domain  of  neurology  or  that 
0^*  psychiatry  is  determined  by  an  analysis  of  the  symptons 
and  physical  signs  in  the  light  of  family  and  personal 

5 

history", 

1 Pamily  Disorganization  E,  R.  Mowrer  P,  28o 

2 " " ’’  p.  285 

5 Psychology  in  Theory  and  Ipplication 

Horatio  W,  Dresser 
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Welfare  Agencies.  Because  of  the  nature  of  man 

human  adjustments  will  often  fall  short  of  success. 

The  community  must  then  in  some  way  come  to  the  rescue. 

Such  help  may  come  from  private  groups  or  from 

organized  institutions,  but  by  whatever  name  the 

agencies  may  be  called  the  most  assential  instruments 

of  this  social  work  are  these  agencies  which  seek 

to  conserve  family  life.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to 

provide  for  income  when  support  by  members  of  the 

family  fails,  or  it  may  be  wise  to  instruct  mothers 

in  proper  care  of  children  to  give  children  in 

foster  homes  when  case  demands  it,  or  to  restore  broken 

homes  and  to  try  and  discover  if  possible  and  even 

attempt  to  remove  the  destructive  influence  or  causes, 

"The  state  through  local  overseers  of  the  poor,  county 

commissioners,  municipal  departments  of  public  welfare, 

court  of  domestic-  relations,  etc.,  has  accepted  the 

responsibility  for  dealing  with  the  grosser  cases 

1 

of  failure  in  the  family".  The  main  object  being  then, 
interest  in  family  welfare.  The  Family  Welfare  Society  being  one 
of  these  associations  may  be  used  as  illustrative  of 
the  work  done  . They  go  at  the  work  just  as  a physician 
does  to  diagnose  the  case.  They  are 

interested  in  finding  out  if  the  earnings  of  the  family  are 

^ work 

sufficient  for  food  and  clothing.  If  the  breadwinner  is  out  of^is  it 


1 Social  Work  B,  T.  Devine  p,  89 
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personal  dislike  for  work  or  incompetence,  physical  or 
mental.  The  -important  part  is  that  the  worker  finds 
out 'not  only  what  is  the  lack  in  food  or  clothing  or 
job  and  helps  fill  the  need,  hut  he  also  discovers  the 
possible  causes  of  the  trouble,  "Perhaps  it  is  health 
one  or  more  members  of  the  family  that  is  in  question, 

A physical  examination  of  all  who  aae  ill  or  suspected 
of  being  so.  It  is  in  line  with  their  usual  procedure 
to  advise  and  press  for  a physical  and  mental  examination 
whenever  they  have  reasdn  to  think  it  would  be  advantageous. 
The  social  worker  is  there  to  find  out  what  is  wrong.  They 
are  there  for  the  kind  of  service  which  the  situation  in 
the  home  requires.  Therefore  they  may  have  to  find  a Job, 
to  furnish  money  to  pay  rent,  to  watch  over  an  invalid 
or  a probationer  or  one  tempted  to  crime;  to  get  children 

/ 

into  school,  or  an  offender  into  court  with  or  without  the 

help  of  a policeman  or  district  attorney  or  judge 

Inqprisonment , crime,  desertion,  intemperance  or  drug 
addiction,  for  way^vardness  of  a daughter  or  bad  companions 

of  a boy,  may  create  a problem  in  which  the  family  needs  help. 

1 

Instruction  of  housewives  in  cooking  and  marketing..." 

Through  the  case  work  of  social  agencies  the  home 
receives  scientific  care  and  individuals  according  to  the 
need  are  turned  over  to  the  proper  institution. 

The  use  of  case-study  method  by  social  agencies  in 
family  troubles  of  all  kind  is  a means  of  solving  many 


1.  Social  Work,  E.  T.  Devine 


p.  91 
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a difficult  problem.  The  present  existing  condition 

the  ^ 

ofy^family  must  be  due  to  some  defect  some  where,  so  they 

try  to  discover  to  what  cause  must  the  responsibility 

be  fixed.  Is  there  poverty  in  the  faunily?  Will  just 

supplying  the  food  remedy  the  matter?  The  cause  may  be 

mental  deficiency,  fault  of  early  training,  physical 

debility,  vicious  habits,  etc.  Quarrels  between  husband 

and  wife  might  result  in  the  breaking  of  the  home, 

A psychiatrist  handling  the  case  may  bring  peace  to  that  home. 

Family  Welfare  Organization.  This  is  another  agency  that 

helps  to  solve  the  problem  of  family  disorganization. 

In  the  case  of  poverty  caused  by  non-employment ; sickness 

or  loss  of  work,  a visitor  is  put  on  the  case  getting 

full  information;  financial  status,  number  of  children,  etc. 

Help  is  rendered  to  meet  the  need,  " Their  province  is 

to  consider  a standard  of  living ....  consider  the  people,.,. 

Their  belief  was  that  chaxity  should  be  positive  that  it  has 

1 

to  do  with  social  efficiency  rather  than  with  pauperism". 

They  do  not  aim  to  make  professional  beggars.  There  are  cases 
where  the  husband's  salary  is  too  small,  he  may  be  sick  and 
unable  to  earn  enough.  Instead  of  breaking  up  the  home  taking 
the  children  from  the  parents  and  placing  them  in  another 
home,  or  in  an  institution,  the  balance  of  money  needed 
to  complete  the  inadequate  income  is  supplied.  This  is 
given  until  such  time  as  the  man  is  able  to  earn  more. 

There  was  a case  in  East  Boston  where  the  father  of  a family 


1.  Family  Life  Today.  Margaret  E.  Rich.  p.  228 
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was  going  to  return  to  Italy,  there  to  be  under  the 
oare  of  a doctor,  leaving  the  family  here  in  America. 

The  Welfare  Society  took  up  the  case  and  secured  medical 
help  for  him,  providing  for  the  wife  and  the  children. 

The  father  underwent  a serious  operation  from  which  he 
fully  recovered.  He  is  today  well,  works  and  has  a happy 
family  and  a good  home.  He  no  longer  needs  aid  by  that 
organization.  However  it  was  that  organization  that 
held  the  family  together.  The  society  is  also  interested 
in  the  sick  especially  where  such  diseases  as  tuberculosis 
exist.  They  see  to  it  that  medical  care  is  given--  and 
that  all  of  the  immediate  family  be  examined  to  avoid  any 
further  spread  of  the  disease.  The  organization  is  also 
helpful  in  cases  of  quarrels  and  domestic  troubles  between 

n 

husband  and  wife^  Not  long  ago,  a woman  went  to  a family 
welfare  agency  for  help.  Her  husband  had  been  drinking 
heavily  for  several,  years,  and  every  one  in  the  home  was 
suffering  from  the  resulting  emotional  and  economic  tension. 
Nothing  dramatic  ensued.  Congenial  part-time  work  outside 
the  home  was  found  the  wife,  which  tended  to  relieve  the 
strain.  The  two  high  school  children  were  helped  to  choose 
and  find  jobs,  and  the  husband  was  persuaded  to  go  to  a 
psychiatrist  for  treatment.  Slowly  there  emerged  a more 
stable  family  life,  with  a better  understanding  by  all  of 
the  causes  of  the  past  difficulty,  of  the  assets  which 
might  be  discovered  in  their  family  relationships,  and  the 
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ways  in  which  their  several  abilities  might  better  be 
harrnonized  and  developed".  They  are  thus  handling  the 
cases  in  a careful  manner,  using  every  possible  effort 
to  hold  the  fajnily  together.  Often  they  see  clearly  that 
the  best  thing  is  to  advise  divorce  knowing  that  the 
decree  of  the  court  is  not  the  factor  in  breeilcing  the 
home,  rather  conditions  already  existing. 

Mention  has  been  made  already  of  the  necessity  of  procuring 
a child  a ’foster  home'.  The  causes  may  be 
many,  such  as  that  of  insufficient  earning  to  assure 
good  care  for  the  child  ; or  that  the  home 
atmosphere  is  found  to  be  harmful  to  the  proper 
development  of  the  child.  It  may  be  defects 
concerning  the  child  himself,  such  as  habits  of 
stealing;  running  away;  truancy  and  other  delinquencies; 
problems  of  sex;  problems  of  mentality  and  personality. 

This  list  is  given  by  William  Healy  and  A.  Bronner. 

"Modern  studies  have  demonstrated  with  increasing 
clearness  that  the  main  threads  of  the  pattern  of  adult 
life  emanate  from  the  situations  and  experiences  of 
childhood  and  from  the  child’s  reactions  to  those 
phenomena.  It  is  with  thoughts  as  wide  as  these  that  we 


1,  Family  Life  Today.  M,  E,  Rich.  p.  I90 


9. 


i-y- 


r wp 

■w  ' 

■■’X,  ■ * '!' 

.TT^*  i . • 

“<'.  '-.  *^ '*  * it  'oi  'A/itJtv  -it  .fV  : '‘*i‘ 

, \.O.f7  . t i*' -^sino 

: V - ^ r !♦  o , 1 © 'Tfrix  -iv  *:  r-  iro  i-"  rr  n ' 

J VXTx**  .^'*-  r*<'j'*‘  ’ . - t>;'(5  t ’•  t"  ^ P J bl 

. '..i!‘  r -acii 


9. 1.-  ' 

diri.w'=-ra:  v 


1»  'p  -t-' lisffTC  p:  -i  .■  oi 


. . sr  o^Mjjr  ) w 


75 


hare  turned  very  seriously  to  the  task  of  ascertaining 
some  of  the  possibilities  of  reconstructing  and 
reconditioning  unfortunate  behavior  exhibited  in  early 
years.  Some  parents  are  incompetent  or  demoralized, 
and  will  remain  unsuitable  guardians  despite  the  fact 
that  increasing  attention  is  being  directed  toward  helping 
them  to  make  their  homes  better  for  their  children". 

The  foster  home  has  outweighed  the  institutional 
plan,  because  the  child  is  placed  in  a home  under  the  care 
of  a man  or  woman  who  will  be  as  a father  and  mother  to  the 
child.  The  child  is  not  given  the  impression  of  being  in 
an  institution  which  takes  away  from  the  child  that 
intimate  contact  and  attention  the  child  needs,  it  is  a 
semi-parental  relationship,  **  The  selection  of  a 
suitable  foster  home  for  the  problem  child  is  undertaken 
with  great  care  by  a social  agency  with  high  standards.... 
effort  is  made  to  obtain  a clear  picture  of  the  persons 
constituting  the  foster  family;  their  reputation,  their 

attitude  toward  children,  and  their  willingness  to 

. 2 

undertake  the  re-education". 

Care  is  given  in  the  selecting  of  the  foster  home 
by  the  welfare  visitor  to  make  sure  that  the  home  when 
the  child  is  in  it  will  be  different  from  what  it  was 
without  him,  ’Placing, means’ home  plus  child’.  Points 
considered  by  the  visitor  in  selecting  the  home  are  types 
of  homes  from  the  economic  standpoint,  location,  school 

1.  2.  Reconstructing  Behavior  in  Youth.  Healy  and 
Bronner.  pages  3,  4. 
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Churoh^  Community  opportunities;.  Library,  Recreation 

I Companions^  the  Foster  Family, 

Foster  mothers  are  <luiolc  to  offer  sympathy,  friendliness, 

1 

and  hospitality  when  they  see  clearly  the  childs  need". 

When  the  worker  discovers  that  progress  is  not  made  in  one 

home  the  child  is  placed  in  another  until  the  competant 

foster  parent  is  found  for  that  particular  case. 

Just  one  illustration  among  the  many;"  A boy  eleven 

years  old  had  been  a truant  and  runaway  from  the  time  he 

was  six.  He  was  said  to  have  "poor  mental  ability",  but 

he  was  a pleasant,  likeable  boy.  For  two  years  he  was 

in  a foster  home  and  was  then  allowed  to  go  to  his  own 

home.  The  visitor  continued  to  go  to  the  home  for  a year; 

at  the  end  of  that  time  the  record  gives  the  following 

report;  "He  is  not  allowed  to  run  the  streets  as  formerly. 

Real  affection  is  shown  him  and  his  father  is  eager  to  have 

him  continue  school.  He  belongs  to  a gymnasium  class 

at  the  Union,  He  has  attended  school  and  has  been 

promoted  regularly His  mother  says  his  habits  are 

2 . 

clean".  The  childs  home  training  is  studied;  the  child 
himself  is  given  proper  examinations,  and  the  proper 
intelligent  attention  is  given  in  adapting  the  child  to 
\ the  new  enviroment  in  an  effort  to  reconstruct  his  whole  life. 

Problem  children  are  placed  with  one  of  three  objects 
in  view;  first,  to  bring  about  a modification  or  change 

Reconstructing  Behavior  in  Youth.  Healv  and  Bronner 
pages  137,  225. 
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in  behavior  so  that  the  child  may  return  to  his  own 

parents Second  to  bring  about  a change  in  the 

child’s  behavior  and  to  continue  to  care  for  him  in  a 
foster  home  until  he  reaches  the  age  of  self-support 
because  his  home  is  unfit  for  him  to  return;  third,  to 
determine  as  quickly  as  possible  whether  placement  is 


the  best  m.ethod  of  treatment  for  him 


« 


1 


Types  of  philanthropies  similar  to  the  following 
Home-helping  agencies  are  usually 
found  in  our  cities. 

The  Society  for  th e Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  look  after 
children  who  suffer  cruel  abuse  and  neglect.  "Our  comm.on 
humanity  requires  that  when  a child  is  illtreated  someone  shall 
be  ready  to  take  his  part.  And  this  is  the  work  of  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children , -child  protection,  the 
protection  of  any  child  anywhere  in  our  Commonwealth,  whose 

2 

physical,  mental  or  moral  welfare  is  suffering  or  endangered". 

^ile  it  appears  that  this  would  really  tend  to 
disorganize  the  family  it  really  works  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  family  life.  The  society  is  not  only  taking  care  of 
the  child,  but  is  working  for  the  improvement  of  com.munity 
standards.  Where  the  children  have  lost  both  their  parents 
suitable  guardians  are  secured  for  them;  they  are  given  a 
home.  This  is  not  a rare  case  with  Italians. 


1.  Reconstructing  Behavior.  Healy  and  Bronner.  p.  215 

2.  Annual  Report.  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention 

of  Cruelty  to  Children.  p.  21 
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Often  children  are  removed  because  of  physical  neglect 
or  physical  injury  by  the  parent.  The  parent,  in  the 
latter  case  especially,  is  punished.  This  is  a means 
of  education  for  the  peirents.  When  the  child  returns 
home  he  finds  improved  conditions  based  on  a higher 
standard. 

Children  are  sometimes  rescued  from  immoral 
surroundings  in  the  home,  and  placed  in  a wholesome 
environment.  The  child  whose  parents  neglect  him  failing 
to  give  him  food  or  medical  aid;  or  who  ill  treat  him,  this 
child  is  better  off  in  a new  home  where  another  man  and 
woman  show  him  the  care  and  love  a real  father  and  mother 
should  give. 

Medical  Missions,  At  the  North  End  in  Boston  there  is  a Medical 
Mission  under  the  supervision  of  Dr,  Heibert.  While  the  work 
is  for  all  nationalities  of  that  neighborhood  yet  those 
that  are  getting  the  most  benefit  are  Italians,  Many  a home 
would  have  been  broken  by  death  had  it  not  been  for  this  great 
service.  People  have  no  excuse  for  not  having  a doctor , when  need 
demands  it,  because  they  lack  the  ^5*00  fee  charged  by 
regular  physicians.  They  can  get  the  service  of  the  Medical 
Mission  for  as  little  as  25  cents.  The  doctor  will  come  to 
the  patent’s  home  when  the  patient  cannot  go  to  the  mission. 

There  need  not  be  quarrels  in  the  home  because  the  child’s  teeth 
or  eyes  cannot  receive  attention  for  lack  of  money. 
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These  quarrels  helped  to  break  up  homes  as  indicated 
before  in  this  paper*  Today  all  this  help  can  be  received 
for  a small  charge  which  in  reality  amounts  to  nothing,  but 
is  made  to  maintain  the  patient’s  self  respect.  Sxargical 
operations  are  also  performed  at  the  Medical  Mission,  All  this 
professional  service  is  supplied  by  regular  registered  physicians. 
Mothers  are  given  information  regarding  the  best  of  care 
for  their  babies, -the  quantity  and  kind  of  food  to  give  them, 
instructions  on  hygiene  and  the  like.  This  is  a wonderful 
service  that  needy  Italians  are  receiving. 

Life  Insurance.  Help  is  rendered  by  Endowment  Insurance.  Often 
a situation  is  saved  by  a loan  on  a policy.  Insurance  may  bring 
benefits  in  case  of  sickness , operation,  accident  and  death, - 
all  help  to" keep  the  home  together.  Fithout  this  help  children 
might  have  to  be  taken  from,  home  to  an  institution,  or 
mothers  might  be  forced  to  work, 

Morgan  Memorial,  Another  agency  acting  as  salvation  for  the 
family  is  Morgan  Memorial.  The  treasurer,  E.O. Moore  announced 
that,  during  the  past  year,  more  than  ^00  persons  were  given 
employment  every  day  in  the  various  Goodwill  workshops.  He  said 
the  Memorial  paid  out  1212,  980,  93-  fox  opportunity  labor  and 
relief  work  during  the  year.  More  than  $200,000  of  this  amount 
came,  he  said,  from  the  waste  material  given  by  150,000  persons 
in  Greater  Boston.  Italians  ministered  to  during  I930  were  255. 
About  5000  Italians  were  in  the  constituency  of  the  v/hole 
Morgan  Memorial  program.  If  a man  is  without  work  he  is  given 
work, earning  at  least  enough  to  by  bread  for  himself  and  family 
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instead  of  breaking  tiie  home,  sending  children  to 
relatives  while  the  father  goes  to  another  town  to 
secure  employment#  An  Italian  pastor  supervises  the 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  of  his  people. 

House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  (Catholic)  The  House  of  Mercy. 
(Protestant ) 

These  institutions  are  for  the  purpose  of  taking 

care  of  unmarried  mothers.  By  the  above  we  see  that  they 

have  been  placed  there  for  care,  protection  and  instruction. 

The  following  extracts  will  explain  the  purpose  of  these 

institutions,  "The  Pleasant  House,  which  bases  its  ethical 

teachings  upon  the  fundamental  fact  of  mother  love,  and 

then  builds  slowly,  through  common  sense.  On  a basis  of 

ethics-purity  and  righteousness.  It  does  not  often  receive 

what  might  be  called  really  depraved  women^  but  it  is 

intended  to  keep  girls  who  have  just  started  downward  from 

reaching  the  gutter,  A girl  may  have  taken  the  first 

wrong  step,  and  find  herself  confronted  by  the  terrifying 

prospect  of  undesired  and  shameful  motherhood.  She  comes 

to  the  house  of  Uercy  to  stay  until  it  is  time  for  her 

to  be  confined-*  -After  the  birth  of  the  child-she  rr.ay^ 

stay  weeks  or  may  be  months;  but  there  is  one  thing  sure  she 

stays  until  the  superintendent  sees  beginning  to  dawn 

in  her  young  face  the  light  of  a new  ethical  determination 

1 

to  live  a better  and  a wiser  life".  It  is  true  that  few  are 
the  oases  when  Italian  girls  are  placed  in  these  institutions 


1 Story  of  Delia.  By  Margaret  Deland,  p,  8 
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Because  for  ar  Italian  family  such  a misfortune  befalling 
a girl  is  considered  so  great  a disgrace  to  the  ■whole  family 
that  one  of  two  things  take  place,  either  the  man  is  forced 
to  marry  the  girl;  or  the  girl  is  put  out  of  the  house, 
left  to  herself,  all  alone  in  the  world.  In  this  latter  case 
the  result  is  no  home  at  all  for  the  poor  girl-  a broken 
home.  The  above  institutions  not  only  provide  care  and 
shelter  for  her,  which  in  a sense  is  ’home’  but  something 
far  more  advantageous  is  the  result,  and  that  is  that 
after  a while  something  can  be  done  to  calm  the  family  so 
that  they  -will  forgive  the  girl.  She  will  be  taken  back  home 
again.  They  will  no  doubt  move  to  a strange  city  m.iles  away 
where  no  one  will  know  them.  Here  the  family  which  had  been 
broken  up  is  now  one  again.  And  the  chances  are  that  the  girl 
may  even  marry.  On  the  other  hand  had  it  not  been  for  this 
institution  intervening  the  girl  would  have  been  a wanderer 
always,  and  perhaps  a prostitute.  It  is  good  to  have  such 
places  of  refuge.  Every  Italian  pastor  ought  to  be  a 
real  missionary  in  these  cases  and  help  to  solve  these 
difficult  problems,  doing  as  Jesus  always  did.  Keeping  ever 
before  him  the  worth  of  human  personality.  She  "has  sinned" 
says  Christ-  and  so  also  echo  these  institutions-  "but  she  has 
a personality  that  must  not  be  crushed",  " Go  and  sin  no  more". 
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